Comparison of fertility histories for people aged 55-69 in Great Britain:  1988 and 2001-2

Data sources:

Survey of Retirement and Retirement Plans 1988 
British Household Panel Survey 2001/2002 

NB:  All percentages are weighted


1988
2001-2


unweighted
n=3532
n=2513

Had natural children
82%
86%

Ditto, men
81%
85%

Ditto, women
83%
87%

Mean no. children, if had them
2.5
2.5

Ditto, men
2.5
2.4

Ditto, women
2.5
2.5

Parity distribution 
1
22%
15%


2
40%
45%


3
21%
26%


4+
17%
14%

Ditto, men
1
21%
14%


2
40%
48%


3
22%
26%


4+
17%
12%

Ditto, women
1
23%
15%


2
40%
43%


3
20%
26%


4+
17%
16%

Has living natural children

82%
86%

Ditto, men

81%
85%

Ditto, women

82%
86%

Mean no. children, if any living 
2.4
2.4

Ditto, men
2.4
2.4

Ditto, women
2.4
2.4

Mean age of youngest living natural child
29.7
31.2

Ditto, men
28.1
29.9

Ditto, women
31.0
32.2

Mean age of oldest living natural child
35.1
35.7

Ditto, men
33.5
34.5

Ditto, women
36.4
36.8

Mean age of parent at first birth
26.8
25.9

Ditto, men
28.3
27.3

Ditto, women
25.5
24.8

Mean age of parent at most recent birth
32.3
30.6


Ditto, men
33.8
31.9

Ditto, women
31.0
29.5

