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	Abstract: 

This paper is in a themed issue, prompted by Christopher Pollitt's 2006 paper in the same journal on 'Academic advice to practitioners', in which he argued that more systematic attention needs to be given to the advice giving process through which academics engage with policy makers and practitioners. Solesbury considers the language used to describe the ways in which universities engage with the wider world, identifying three main categories of metaphor relating to dissemination, communication and relationships. The first, which casts the practitioner as a passive recipient of wisdom, is less useful than the other two which clearly recognise that two parties are involved in a dynamic interaction. However, another set of metaphors (diplomacy, trade, migration etc) is also needed to describe the role of broker between the two parties. 
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