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	Abstract: 

This background paper was prepared by the UK Centre for Evidence Based Policy and Practice for a seminar involving the Arts and Humanities Research Council, the Arts Council of England and the Economic and Social Research Council. The context was increasing concern about the difficulty of obtaining instrumental evidence of the value of the arts, and about the lack of clear boundaries between evaluation and advocacy. The paper examines the background to the increased interest in the UK in the relationship between evidence and policy, with its increasing emphasis on the pragmatic and utilitarian, and discusses the implications for culture and the arts. These include a concern that evidence of impact, even if it can be obtained, is not a sufficient basis for policy making. There are other kinds of evidence, and other kinds of drivers, that influence policy makers. Moreover, there may be dangers in an overweening stress on extrinsic benefits (as opposed to intrinsic qualities) and in the assumption that these benefits are always socially positive. The paper ends with a series of questions for discussion at the seminar. 
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