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	Abstract: 

Social care policy and practice draw on multiple sources of knowledge and, in order to help policy makers and practitioners identify and act on the basis of high quality evidence, ways of assessing the quality of this knowledge are needed. Part of the answer may lie in a generic set of standards. This paper reports on work done as part of a project for the Social Care Institute for Excellence by the ESRC UK Centre for Evidence Based Policy and Practice that identified five core domains of social care knowledge. As a preliminary test of the quality assessment framework developed during the project, it was applied independently by each of the authors to one document each from the five domains. The process forced consideration of the strengths and weaknesses of each document, and broadened the notion of quality assessment beyond the traditional research domain. 
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