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	Abstract: 

Identifies ways in which health impact assessment differs from other purposes for which evidence is collated, viz: a focus on complex interventions or policies, and diverse effects on health determinants; the need for evidence on the reversibility of factors damaging to health; the diversity of evidence in terms of disciplines, study designs, quality criteria and sources of information; the broad range of stakeholders involved; short timescales and limited resources; and the pragmatic need to inform policy makers regardless of the quality of the evidence. Discusses the implications for commissioning and conducting reviews of evidence including the need to develop methods for: comprehensive searching across a broad range of disciplines and information sources; collating appropriate quality criteria across a range of study designs; synthesising different kinds of evidence; and facilitating timely stakeholder involvement. Good practice standards are needed, but advice to decision makers must make explicit the limitations resulting from absent, conflicting or poor quality evidence. 
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