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	Abstract: 

This book is based partly on work carried out by Ray Pawson as a Senior Visiting Research Fellow at the ESRC UK Centre for Evidence Based Policy and Practice. He examines the rationale for the use of systematic reviews of evidence in support of policy making, and mounts a 'devastating critique' of the dominant, 'meta-analytic' model advocated by bodies such as the Cochrane and Campbell Collaborations. An alternative model of realist synthesis is spelled out in detail, and illustrated with reference to realist reviews of the Megan's Law sex offender registration legislation in the USA; youth mentoring; and the use of 'naming and shaming' as a policy tool. The preface, concluding chapter and a range of supporting background papers are available via the web link below. 
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