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	Abstract: 

Examines the logic of the two main strategies of systematic review, namely meta-analysis and narrative review. Although often presented as diametrically opposed perspectives, it is argued that they share many common limitations in their understanding of how to produce a template for impending policy decisions. This article, which is based on a working paper from the ESRC UK Centre for Evidence Based Policy and Practice, forms the background to a second article which discusses a different approach called realist synthesis. 
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