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	Abstract: 

Begins by summarising the characteristics of the two main approaches to systematic review, meta-analysis and narrative review, which are discussed in detail in the first part of this article (published in the previous issue of Evaluation). Then examines the logic of a third approach, realist synthesis, which is presented as an alternative to the arithmetic extraction of ‘net success’ (meta-analysis) and the intuitive extraction of ‘exemplars’ (narrative review). The technique is illustrated in a preliminary exploration of its use in assessing the value of ‘incentives’ as a policy instrument in six domains: health; safety; corrections; transport; housing; and higher education. This paper is based on a Working Paper from the ESRC UK Centre for Evidence Based Policy and Practice. 
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