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	Abstract: 

The Google search engine, now supplemented by Google Scholar, is widely used among academic researchers to identify useful literature. There is some concern among information professionals that more traditional bibliographic databases, with indexing and better coverage (particularly in the social sciences), are becoming less used, to the detriment of research and review quality. This paper argues that Google, and other search engines, have considerable benefits as a complement (but not a replacement) to databases, especially in respect of currency and the access they provide to grey literature. A more serious concern, however, is the lack of searching skills among many UK academics, which jeopardises their ability to get the best out of any information source. 
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