	Literature searching: waste of time or essential skill?

	Author(s): 

Gomersall, Alan 

	Abstract: 

Systematic review has emerged as a key method of supplying good evidence for policy and practice, and a fundamental skill required in reviewing (as well as in research more generally) is the ability to search the literature effectively. The particular difficulties of searching bibliographical databases in the social sciences are summarised, together with the findings of a recent report on the information retrieval knowledge and skills of UK academics. These are supplemented by the results of a small scale informal survey of PhD students attending summer schools organised by the UK Centre for Evidence Based Policy and Practice. Both indicate that knowledge of information sources and the ability to search effectively are limited. The paper concludes that UK researchers need better training and support from information professionals in order to improve the quality of grant proposals, primary research and research reviews. 
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