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	Abstract: 

Argues that classification can form a valuable part of the infrastructure of evidence based policy and practice by clarifying the full range of knowledge that might be relevant to a policy maker or practitioner's information need. Two possible classifications for social care knowledge are explored; one based on the purposes of knowledge and the other on the institutional sources of documents. Following application to a set of social care documents, the sources-based approach is identified as the most 'fit for purpose'. This paper is based on work carried out for the Social Care Institute for Excellence by the ESRC UK Centre for Evidence Based Policy and Practice. 
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