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	Abstract: 

This brief paper reports on a debate sponsored by the Economic and Social Research Council and held by the UK Centre for Evidence Based Policy and Practice at King's College London on 15 March 2007. The motion was 'Policy makers use evidence only when it suits them'. Norman Glass and Helen Roberts spoke for the motion, arguing that policy makers do indeed use evidence only when it suits them and that it is up to the research community to try and ensure that reliable evidence is both available and, as much as possible, used. David Walker and Janet Grauberg, speaking against the motion, also accepted that politicians only use evidence when it suits them and that this is entirely as it should be in a democratic society. They rightly draw on all kinds of information when coming to decisions and the research community has no right to claim that its own knowledge has any unique claim to relevance or reliability. The motion sparked considerable discussion from the floor on many aspects of evidence based policy making and practice in the UK. Back copies of the PMPA Review may be accessible via the web link below. 
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