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This report draws on case studies of policy making on MRI safety, the illegal drugs classification system and ID card technology. It also comments on evidence based policy making in non-scientific areas in the light of evidence from, among other bodies, the ESRC UK Centre on Evidence Based Policy Making. On EBP, it argues that the UK government should not 'overplay this mantra' but acknowledge openly when there is insufficient evidence on which to base decisions, or those cases where it decides, perhaps for good reason, to ignore the evidence. Among other issues discussed, it also expresses concern at the possibility that there is malpractice in the commissioning, publication and use of research by some departments; and it recommends the establishment of a cross-departmental fund to invest in policy-related research. Volume 2 of the report, including written evidence, is also available via the web link below. 
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