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	Abstract: 

There is a growing interest in evidence based policy making in the UK, but continuing confusion about what the term means. Outlines some of the models used to understand how evidence is thought to inform policy: knowledge-driven; problem-solving; interactive; political/tactical; and enlightenment. The last of these is preferred as corresponding most nearly to reality. Then discusses systematic review, highlighting the opportunities and challenges posed by a method of evidence seeking and synthesis that currently sits most comfortably with the knowledge-driven and problem-solving models. Concludes by outlining some issues of capacity that need to be addressed if the social sciences are to make a more effective contribution to policy making. 
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