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	Abstract: 

Uses a sample of five of the many reviews of evidence in the field of mentoring to examine the potential of reviews as the cornerstone of evidence based policy. The analysis gives cause for some pessimism. There is a propensity for delivering unequivocal policy verdicts on the basis of ambiguous evidence and, more disconcertingly, the recommendations of the five reviews appear to gainsay each other. Although reviews may have a useful part to play in informing policy making, more attention needs to be paid to their explanatory scope. 
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