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	Abstract: 

The Department of Health's 'Research governance framework for health and social care' for the first time requires formal ethical review of social care research in England. A clear definition of what counts as social care research is vital for implementing the framework, but establishing such a definition is far from straightforward. This paper reports on two data gathering exercises conducted in local authorities with social care responsibilities: a survey of all councils about systems for recording and monitoring research; and case studies in eight councils on the range, nature and volume of social care research. The findings form the basis of a wider theoretical discussion about which activities should require independent regulation, and how best to define what counts as research. 
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