5AAEB032 18th Century Travel Writing

Level/semester taught
 2nd Year module; Band 1, taught semester 2

Convenor/Teacher 
Clare Brant

Credit Value

 

15 credits

Teaching Arrangements 
1 hour lecture and 1 hour seminar weekly

Assessment 



One essay of 4000 words (100%), due examination period
Module Outline: This module examines travel writings written in the eighteenth century, reading a selection of British authors who travelled to Europe, around Britain, to the South Seas, Scandinavia and the previously unexplored regions of the air. It will also include a brief look at how some foreigners viewed Britain. It focuses on key discourses, ideas and concerns of travel writers of the period, including fantasy, satire, sensibility, nature, religion and progress, and explores the significance of topics such as the body, gender, class, ethnicity, race and cultural difference. 

General aims: To introduce students to a selection of eighteenth-century travel writings so as to increase knowledge and understanding of the significance of travel for the literature and culture of the period. Looking at a representative range of travellers, genres, locations, means and purposes of travel, the module explores the diversity of ways in which travellers recorded and reflected on their experiences, and examines the importance of travel writing as a way of making sense of the world. 
Texts studied: Students will need copies of each of the texts featured in the weekly lectures. Almost all are available in Penguin. Texts on ballooning will be supplied in photocopy, as will other materials not in print. 
Lecture/Seminar programme
1. no teaching – examination week

2. Introduction

3. Lady Mary Wortley Montagu Turkish Embassy Letters
4. Fielding Journal of a Voyage to Lisbon 

5. Smollett The Expedition of Humphry Clinker
6. Lunardi An Account of the First Aerial Voyage in England
7. Samuel Johnson A Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland
8. Reading Week

9. James Boswell  A Tour to the Hebrides
10. The Voyages of Captain Cook
11. Mary Woolstonecraft, Letters Written During a Short Residence in Sweden, Norway and Denmark (1796
12. to be advised/essay consultations
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