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PLEASE NOTE: STUDENTS ARE REQUESTED TO TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR ACQUIRING THEIR OWN COPIES OF ALL TEXTS, WHETHER BY ORDERING THEM FROM AMAZON OR ELSEWHERE, OR BUYING THEM SECONDHAND.
This course offers an introduction to major literary figures and movements in American prose fiction from 1900-1945, a period characterized by remarkable richness and complexity.  Beginning with the work of Naturalist writer Theodore Dreiser and symbolic realist Willa Cather, we go on to analyze the questioning of American identity in the glittering expatriate parables of Edith Wharton and F. Scott Fitzgerald; the Modernist innovations of Ernest Hemingway, William Faulkner, and the flowering of African-American creativity in the works of Jean Toomer, Nella Larsen, and Richard Wright.
Emphasis will be given to the social and historical contexts from which these texts emerge:  immigration, the aftermath of World War I, the Roaring Twenties, the growth of consumer culture and advertising, the 1929 stock market crash and the Great Depression, the migration of African-Americans to northern cities, and the influence of popular cultural forms such as films and cartoons.

Course aims:  

· To acquaint students with leading writers and key texts of American fiction from 1900-1945;
· To develop students’ conceptual abilities and capacity for critical analysis;
· To promote and develop clarity and persuasiveness in argument and expression.
Intended learning outcomes:

On completing the course, students should be able to:

· Demonstrate a knowledge of the historical, social and literary circumstances  from which American writing emerges in the period from 1900 to 1945;

· Show familiarity with and critical awareness of representative  authors, movements and texts of American fiction in this period.

Assessment:  

· 90% of final mark:  One essay of 4,500 words 

· 10% of final mark:  Class participation/attendance.

Weekly lecture/seminar programme:

Week 1:  Theodore Dreiser, Sister Carrie (1900)

Week 2:  Edith Wharton, The House of Mirth (1905)

Week 3:  Willa Cather, My Antonia (1918)

Week 4: F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby (1925)

Week 5:    Ernest Hemingway, Fiesta:  The Sun Also Rises (1926) 

Week 6:  William Faulkner, The Sound and the Fury I (1929)

Week 7:  Reading week

Week 8:  William Faulkner, The Sound and the Fury II (1929)

Week 9:  Jean Toomer, Cane (1923)  

Week 10: Nella Larsen, Passing  (1929) 
Week 11: Richard Wright,  Native Son (1940)

Week 12:  Essay consultation week.

PLEASE NOTE: STUDENTS ARE REQUESTED TO TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR ACQUIRING THEIR OWN COPIES OF ALL TEXTS, WHETHER BY ORDERING THEM FROM AMAZON OR ELSEWHERE, OR BUYING THEM SECONDHAND.
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