5AAEB015 Creative Writing: The Novel

Level/Semester taught


2ND Year module Band 2/taught Semester 2 
Convenor/Teacher
 

to be advised
Credit Value

 

15 credits

Teaching Arrangements


ONE 2-hour seminar weekly

Assessment
One short piece of assessed coursework of approximately 500 words, worth 10% of the final mark.  



One final piece of creative work approximately 4500 words long, worth 90% of the final mark.  

General aims 
To have students, many of whom feel they can ‘write’, subject themselves to a detailed exploration of the techniques that they, and others, have manipulated in this genre of the novel. Many students come to university having attempted ‘creative writing’ at school, or wishing they had.  This module is designed to harness that creativity and explore how it might be directed to the specific purpose of writing a prose ‘novel’.  Issues addressed include: plot construction, character delineation, verbal virtuosity, writing in character or as an omniscient narrator, and the importance of style. 

Plan of seminars

1. examination week – no teaching

2. Introduction: Aims and Methods of Module.  Practical exercise in autobiography

3. Beginnings: How to start a work of fiction. Discussion of examples. Practical exercise in writing an opening paragraph

4. Plot: Examination of the notion that there are seven main plot types

5. Plot: Discussion of plot function and narrative technigue

6. reading week

7. Narrative voice and authorial perspective: First and third person narratives

8. Discussion of authorial ‘meaning(s) and/or intentions

9. Discussion of role of leading character(s), their presentation and function

10. Discussion of roles and functions of (a) minor characters, or (b) sub-plots

11. Discussion of special ‘efffects’ in writing and their function (e.g. metaphor)/
12. To be advised/essay consultation

Texts studied:

There are several books which are instructive on the methods and techniques of novel writing. I recommend:

Andrew Motion, ed. The Creative Writing Coursebook

Roselle Anquin, Creative Novel Writing
Evan Marshall, Novel Writing

Jack M. Bickham: The 38 Most Common Fiction Writing Mistakes

Bibliography

There is no prescribed bibliography for this module. Students will be expected to have read widely and the following authors, while not constituting a canon or a guide, would be instructive for many features of the module: James Joyce, Ulysses, Vladimir Nabokov, Lolita,  Evelyn Waugh,Sword of Honour (trilogy), Saul Bellow, Herzog, Graham Greene, The Heart of the Matter,  Iris Murdoch, A Severed Head,  Martin Amis, Money,  Doris Lessing, Walking in the Shade, John Fowles, The French Lieutenant’s Woman,  Julian Barnes, Flaubert’s Parrot William Boyd, An Ice Cream War,Jonathan Coe, The House of Sleep, Isaac Asimov, Foundation, David Nokes,The Nightingale Papers .

