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MODULE OUTLINE

General Aims

This module will enable students to develop a critical understanding of sexuality as a significant determinant of early modern subjectivities. Students will explore literary representations of early modern sexualities in relation to a general economy of discourses on gender, kinship, friendship, marriage, domestic abuse and violence, private and public power structures, models of kingship and the body politic. Texts studied on this module will include dramatic and poetic works from the late Tudor period to the English Civil War. The generic variety of the primary texts aims to encourage students to reflect on the influence of specific dramatic or poetic conventions on the representation of psycho-sexual relations. The primary texts will be studied from a range of critical approaches, including feminism, new historicism, cultural materialism, and psychoanalysis. Authors studied in this module will include some or all of the following: Brome, Ford, Heywood, Lyly, Marlowe, Shakespeare and Spenser. 

LECTURE/SEMINAR PROGRAMME (INDICATING TEXTS STUDIED)

1.
Examination Week – No teaching

2.
Introduction. Early Modern Sexualities: A Cultural Poetics

3.
Incest I: Shakespeare’s Pericles 

4.
Incest II: Ford’s ’Tis Pity She’s a Whore
5.
Rape I: Shakespeare’s Rape of Lucrece
6.
READING WEEK

7.
Homoerotic Desire I: John Lyly’s Gallathea
8.
Homoerotic Desire II: Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night
9.
Heterosexual Desire I: Marlowe’s Hero and Leander 
10.
Heterosexual Desire II: Heywood’s The Wise Woman of Hoxton and essay consultations
11.
(Re)forming Desire: Brome’s The Antipodes
12.
to be advised/ essay consultations
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