5AAEB030 Irish Literature and Culture, 1900-2000

Level/Semester taught

2nd year module band 2, taught semester 1
Convenor/Teacher 

Richard Kirkland

Credit Value 




15 credits

Teaching Arrangements 

1 hour lecture and I hour seminar weekly 

Assessment
For all students EXCEPT JYA, PENN students staying only for semester one:

Three-hour prior disclosure exam (100% of final mark)

Alternative assessment for JYA PENN students staying only for semester one:

One essay, 4,000 words (100% of final mark)

MODULE OUTLINE:

General aims:

The module will introduce students to the extraordinary variety of Irish literature produced during the twentieth century. We will study such major writers as James Joyce, W.B Yeats, J.M Synge, Seamus Heaney and Brian Friel, and place their work in the context of a period that included such traumatic events as colonial occupation, a war of independence, civil war, partition, and a protracted period of social violence in Northern Ireland. 

The module is organised thematically around significant events, cultural movements and social phenomena, and a range of theoretical and contextual material will be introduced through the lecture programme. Students will be encouraged to recognise the diversity of Irish identities during this period and to read this diversity in the context of such issues as language, territory, nationalism, gender and religion. No prior knowledge of Irish literature or history is assumed. 

Texts studied:

· James Joyce, Dubliners, ed. Terence Brown (London: Penguin, 1992), ISBN: 0141182458
· J.M Synge, The Playboy of the Western World / Riders to the Sea (London: Dover Thrift Editions, 1993), ISBN: 0486275620 
· W.B Yeats, Selected Poems (London: Penguin Books, 2000), ISBN: 0141181257 

· Elizabeth Bowen, The Last September (London: Penguin Books, 1990), ISBN: 0140183043
· Flann O’Brien, At Swim-Two-Birds (London: Penguin Books, 2000), ISBN: 0141182687
· Brian Friel, Translations (London: Faber, 1981), ISBN: 0571117422
· Poems by Eavan Boland, Medbh McGuckian, Paula Meehan (to be circulated)

· Seamus Heaney, Wintering Out (London: Faber, 1972), ISBN: 0571101585

· Observe the Sons of Ulster Marching Towards the Somme

 (London: Faber, 1986), ISBN: 0571146112
Frank McGuinness, 
Lecture/Seminar programme:

1.
Introduction to the module: the social and cultural contexts of Irish literature

2.
Colony: James Joyce, Dubliners
3.
Revival: J.M Synge, The Playboy of the Western World
4.
Rising: W.B Yeats, Selected Poems
5.
Civil War: Elizabeth Bowen, The Last September
6.
Language: Flann O’Brien, At Swim-Two-Birds

7.
Reading Week

8. 
Identity: Brian Friel, Translations
9.
Gender: Poems by Eavan Boland, Medbh McGuckian, Paula Meehan (to be circulated)

10.
Violence: Seamus Heaney, Wintering Out
11.

Memory: Frank McGuinness, Observe the Sons of Ulster Marching Towards the Somme
12. 

Exam Consultation Week
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