5AAEB046 Language on the Edge
Level, semester taught
2nd year module, Band 1, taught semester 2
Convenor 
Pat Palmer



Credit Value 
15 credits

Teaching Arrangements 
1 hour lecture & 1 hour seminar weekly
Assessment
ONE x 1,000 word essay, submitted mid semester (25% of final mark)

ONE x 3,000 word essay, submitted in exam period (75% of final mark)

Module outline

The purpose of this module is to examine the workings of language by studying it at points of extremity -- violence, death, otherness, the otherworldly, moments which bring writers to the limits of language, to the ineffable, the unspeakable, the liminal.  
By the end of this module, you will have a good grasp of the relationship between language and thought and how theories of language intersect with poetic practice.  You will also have explored the crucial nexus between literature and its social, political and historical context.  You will have developed both the skills in close reading necessary to locate that complex interrelationship in the text; and the critical vocabulary to theorise it.

Lecture/Seminar programme (including texts studied)
1.
no teaching – examination week

2.
Language and thought: Hamlet and 'the Renaissance discovery of language'.

3.
Encountering otherness: early-modern discovery narratives and the language of exoticism .

4. 
Reimagining encounter.

5. 
Language and violence I.

6.
Reading week

7. 
Language and violence II .

8. 
The unspeakable: writing after atrocity.

9.
Fairytale violence.

10.
The ineffable: the poetry of George Herbert and the language of the sacred.

11. Ghostly presences. 

12. Otherworld journeys/essay consultations
12. Afterlives.  
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