5AAEB016 Literature and Psychoanalysis
Level/Semester taught 
Second Year module, band 2/taught in Semester 2
Convenor & Teacher: 
to be advised
Teaching Arrangements: 
1 hour lecture, 1 hour seminar, weekly

Credit Value 



15 credits

Assessment



One 4,000 word essay (100% of final mark)

MODULE OUTLINE:

General aims
Psycho-analysis is one of the most important components of twentieth-century Western culture. We use psycho-analytic concepts in everyday life all the time: we talk about projection, unconscious motives and slips; we accuse people of narcissism; and we wonder about their relationships with their parents. But what does psycho-analysis actually say on these subjects and what bearing might it have on imaginative literature? This course will provide a basic grounding in psycho-analytic theory centering on Freud, Winnicott and Klein and will use it to read a variety of literary texts. Note that we will not be using literature to vindicate particular psycho-analytic claims; rather we will ask whether and how far psycho-analytic concepts might help us to read literature more deeply.

The key intellectual challenge of the course will be putting psycho-analytic ideas together with literary texts. This will be done by reading a series of literary texts (or films) side by side with psycho-analytic papers. Among the works to be considered are Sophocle's Oedipus plays, The Merchant of Venice, What Maisie Knew, Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde; and two recent films, Michael Haneke's The Piano Teacher and Lars Von Trier's Dogville. 


Each week we read a text by a psychoanalyst or psychoanalysts alongside a work of imaginative literature and we ask how the former might illuminate the latter. You will learn about a different psychoanalytic concept each week. Unusually, you won’t be allowed to write about any of the literary works or films that we study on the course. Instead students are required to write an original piece of psychoanalytic criticism using the concepts and the understanding they acquire over the semester that the course runs.

King's has many advantages as a place in which to study Literature and Psycho-analysis. The course usually recruits a large group and the Institute of Psycho-analysis runs a number of relevant events in parallel (see psycho-analysis.org.uk). The University of London, of which King's is part, also offers a number of specialist seminars in Literature and Psycho-analysis. 

Please note that this module does not examine the ideas of Carl Jung.

In this course it is essential that students contribute to seminars: that they share their views with other students and that when they don’t understand something they say so. If your idea of participation in a seminar is hiding behind a laptop computer or writing down everything that everyone else says while saying nothing yourself, then this is not a course for you. Under no circumstances should you register for it. It can only work if people are open with each other. The course of readings for this seminar can be demanding and students may be asked at random to present on them. This too should be borne in mind before applying for a place on this course. 
Indicative Lecture/Seminar programme (indicating texts studied) (please note this may change):
1.
No teaching – examination week

2.    
Introduction: What is Psycho-Analysis? Reading: Pamela Thurschwell, Freud AND/OR Richard Wollheim, Freud
3.
Begetting psychoanalysis
Reading: Josef Breuer, The Case of Anna O; Ronald Britton, "Getting in on the act” (included in the coursepack)

4.          Unconsciousness in Literature
Reading, Freud: The Unconscious (included in the coursepack) Jane Austen, Emma
5.
The Idea of the Oedipus Complex
Sophocles, Oedipus Rex; Freud, from The Interpretation of Dreams (included in the coursepack)

M Fakhry Davids, "Fathers in the internal world" (included in the coursepack)
6.
Reading Week 
7.        
Oedipus continued,

Reading, Henry James, What Maisie Knew;

Christina Britzolakis, Technologies of Vision in Henry James's "What Maisie Knew" (included in the coursepack)

8        
Psychosexuality

Reading, Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice
Freud, “The Theme of the Three Caskets” (included in the coursepack)

9.
The Uncanny 

Reading, E. T. A. Hoffmann, ‘The Sandman’ (1816-17) (included in the coursepack)

Freud, 'The "Uncanny"' (1919)

10.
Case Histories

Reading, Freud, Dora; (included in the coursepack) 

11.
The theory of projection and projective identification

Reading


Extract from Hanna Segal, Introduction to the Work of Melanie Klein (1964)

Adella Abella and Natalie Zilkha, "Dogville: A parable on perversion" (both included in the coursepack)

Film: Lars Von Trier, Dogville
12       
Perversion

Film: Michael Haneke, The Piano Teacher

Harriet Wrye, "Perversion Annihilates Creativity and Love: A passion for destruction in The Piano Teacher", (included in the coursepack)            

Nicholas Spice, “Up from the Cellar”. (included in the coursepack)
Essay Consultations      

Freud’s works are available in The Standard Edition of the Complete Psychological Works of Sigmund Freud (London: The Hogarth Press, 1953-74). Volume references, given above as SE, are to this edition. Most can also be found in the Pelican Freud Library (each volume of which includes a full bibliography). The papers concerning art are assembled in volume 14 of the Pelican Freud Library, 'Art and Literature'. 
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