5AAEB037 Narrating the Nation

Level/Semester taught
 2nd year module Band 2/taught semester 1
Convenor & Teacher
Anna Snaith

Credit Value

 

15 credits

Teaching Arrangements
1 hour lecture and 1 hour seminar

Assessment

One 4,000 word essay (100% of final mark)
Module Outline:

General aims:
This module explores a range of writing from the Caribbean, Africa, India, Australia, Canada and Britain that engages with ideas of national and cultural identity. We will be looking specifically at the intersection of national identity and literary expression, and the formal strategies (dialect, parody, autobiography, music) used to express or critique the idea of nationhood. Texts will be studied in their historical, cultural and political contexts and in relation to key concepts such as home, diaspora, cultural conflict and hybridity. Students will be introduced to key concepts in postcolonial theory, which will be placed in relation to the literary texts studied. 

Texts studied: (key texts are listed and can be purchased at www.readinglists.co.uk)

Nadine Gordimer, The Lying Days [1953] (Bloomsbury, 2002)

Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart [1958] (Heinemann, 1986)

Earl Lovelace, The Dragon Can’t Dance [1979] (Longman, 1981)

Michael Ondaatje, In the Skin of a Lion [1987] (Bloomsbury, 1995)

Bharati Mukherjee, The Middleman and Other Stories (stories in handout)

Sandra Cisneros, The House on Mango Street (Bloomsbury, 1992)

Les Murray, Learning Human: New Selected Poems (Carcanet, 2001)

Linton Kwesi Johnson, Mi Revalueshanary Fren (Penguin, 2002)

Monica Ali, Brick Lane (Doubleday, 2003)

Lecture/Seminar programme:

1. Introduction

2. Nadine Gordimer

3. Chinua Achebe

4. Earl Lovelace

5. Michael Ondaatje

6. Bharati Mukherjee

7. READING WEEK

8. Sandra Cisneros

9. Les Murray

10. Linton Kwesi Johnson

11. Monica Ali
12. essay consultation
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