5AAEB038 Performance in Medieval Culture
Level/Semester taught
2nd year module, band 1 medieval, taught semester 1
Convenor & Teacher
Sarah Salih
Credit Value
 


15 credits

Teaching Arrangements: 
1 hour lecture & 1 hour seminar weekly

Assessment
One 1,500 word commentary (30% of final mark)
One 2,500 word essay (70%) of final mark
MODULE OUTLINE:

General Aims:

This module examines varieties of ceremony, ritual and performance in medieval culture. Play texts, including extracts from cycle plays and single plays, are studied in their performance context and in relation to the visual arts, church rites and historical practices. Religious performance is examined via the church-based forms of sermon and liturgy and the freer form activities of holy women. Finally, the module looks at performances in the secular world: the performance of individual and corporate identities in medieval London; the performance of gender, sex and love in the household.   

texts studied: 

Riverside Chaucer

Course pack 

Lecture/Seminar programme/

1.
Introduction: the medieval, performance and the performative

2. 
Towneley Second Shepherds’ Play: dramatic and sacramental representation

3. 
N-Town Proclamation, Norwich Cathedral nave bosses, N-Town Trial of Mary and Joseph: the grand narrative, typology and chronology; legal performance
4.  York Crucifixion: punitive spectacle 
5.
Croxton Play of the Sacrament: sacrament, processional culture, commerce 

6.
Chaucer, The Pardoner’s Tale: sermon performance, story-telling frames 

7.
Reading week

8.
Lives of Elizabeth of Spalbeek and Christina Mirabilis: charismatic performances 
9.
Hoccleve, Male Regle and Compleynte: urban performance

10.
Chaucer, The Shipman’s Tale and didactic texts: household and gender performance 
11.  Chaucer, The Miller’s Tale and lyrics: amorous performance
12.  essay consultations
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