5AAEB045  Wordplay in the English Renaissance
Level, semester taught

2nd year module, Band 1, taught semester 1
Convenor 


Dr Hannah J. Crawforth

Credit Value 


15 credits

Teaching Arrangements 
1 hour lecture & 1 hour seminar weekly

Assessment




For all students EXCEPT JYA, PENN students staying only for semester one:

One unseen One Hour written examination, 1,000 words (25% of final mark) 

One Portfolio of essays, 6 x 500 words (75% of final mark)

Alternative assessment for JYA PENN students staying only for semester one:

One essay, 1000 words 25% of final mark

One Portfolio of essays, 6 x 500 words (75% of final mark)
Module outline

Writers of the English Renaissance are renowned for their virtuostic use of language. Critics and readers often describe the particular brilliance of Early Modern English texts, their elaborate puns and metaphors, crystalline images, striking diction, formal inventiveness, and hidden layers of meaning. This module explores wordplay, in its many senses, in the English Renaissance, and will help students to build a deeper understanding of the mechanisms of writing. Focussing largely on seventeenth-century texts, we will explore the literary contexts for some of the greatest poetry and prose written in English, from Donne to Milton. Building upon the first-year Introduction to Renaissance Literature, these lectures and seminars will approach the literature of Early Modern England from the point of view of its language, focusing on the most fundamental level: that of the word itself. 

The aim of this module is to provide an introduction to the ways in which Renaissance writers wrote and, at the same time, to think about how Early Modern readers approached their texts. By the end of this course, students will have at their disposal an extensive technical vocabulary for describing metrical and rhetorical devices, and an awareness of how Renaissance writers constructed their texts. Throughout, our discussions will focus on the broader question of how the mechanics of writing reflect Early Modern thought, addressing the political, religious, and otherwise subversive purposes of the texts of the period. We will also be concerned with the innovative and experimental aspects of Early Modern writing; its playfulness, curiousness, and even perversity.

Lecture/Seminar programme (including texts studied)

1. Early Modern Wordplay

Introduction, Love’s Labour’s Lost (1598)

2. Paradox 
Francis Bacon, from Essays or Counsels Civil and Moral (1601); John Donne, selected satires and elegies

3. Metaphor & Translation

Mary (Sidney) Herbert, ‘To the Angell Spirit, of the most excellent, Sir Phillip Sidney’ (1623); Psalm translations; from Philip Sidney, The Defense of Poesy (1595)

4. Form & Typography

John Donne, La Corona (c.1611); Herbert, The Temple (1633)

5. Names & Anagrams

Ben Jonson, selected poetry and Prince Henry’s Barriers (1610); John Donne, ‘The Anagram’

6. The Matter of reading and writing

Robert Burton, from The Anatomy of Melancholy (1621); Thomas Browne from Urn Burial (1658); Ben Jonson, from Discoveries Made Upon Men and Matter (1640)

7. Reading Week
8. Rhyme 

Robert Herrick, Richard Lovelace, Henry Vaughan, selected poems; Milton, Preface to Paradise Lost (1674) 

9. Metre

Andrew Marvell, selected poems

10. Allegory

Mary Wroth, from Urania (1611); Margaret Cavendish, from The Description of a New World, Called the Blazing World (1666)
11. Old & New Words
Milton, from 1645 Poems (including ‘Lycidas’); Paradise Lost (1674) (from Books VIII and IX)

12. Essay/exam consultation week
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