5AAEB020  The Rise of the Novel

Level/Semester taught

2nd Year Module Band 1/taught in Semester 1
Convenor & Teacher

Jane Darcy 


Credit Value: 


15 credits

Teaching Arrangements: 
1 hr lecture & I hr seminar


Assessment: 

For all students EXCEPT JYA, PENN students staying only for semester one:

One essay of 1,500 words (25% of final mark) due mid-semester

One 3 hour prior disclosure examination (75% of final mark) taken in examination period.

Examination/Assessment for JYA, PENN students staying ONLY for semester one:

One essay of 1,500 words (25% of final mark) due mid semester

One essay of 2,500 words (75% of final mark) due first week semester two.

MODULE OUTLINE:

General Aims

This module introduces students to a range of significant fiction from early in the eighteenth century to the mid-nineteenth century. It offers a critique of Ian Watt’s influential text, The Rise of the Novel, first published in 1957, which traced a basic fault line in the history of the genre between satirical novels and novels of sentiment. We will consider the value of this paradigm by moving beyond Watt’s list of canonical male novelists and considering fiction in a number of different ways. To bookend the discussion, we will begin with the earliest and newest novels on our list: Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe, arguably the first example of the genre, and Coetzee’s modern take on it. Novels of sentiment and of sensibility will form the core of this module, from Richardson’s Pamela, through Mackenzie’s The Man of Feeling, to cult European novels in translation, Goethe’s The Sorrows of Young Werther, and Laclos’ Les Liaisons Dangeureuses. We consider several novels by women writers, including Sarah Fielding and Jane Austen. Further strands include the comic novel, and gothic fiction. In order to balance the reading loads, there is a balance between longer and shorter texts. 

Lecture/Seminar Programme, including texts to be studied:

1.  Daniel Defoe, Robinson Crusoe (1719); J.M. Coetzee, Foe (1986)*

2.  Samuel Richardson, Pamela (1740)
3.  Henry Fielding, Shamela (1741); Sarah Fielding, The Adventures of David Simple (1744)*

4.  Laurence Sterne, Tristram Shandy (1759)

5.  Henry Mackenzie, The Man of Feeling (1771)

6.  Johann Goethe, The Sorrows of Young Werther (1774)*

7.  READING WEEK

8.  Choderlos de Laclos, Les Liaisons Dangeureuses (1782)

9.  Jane Austen, Sense and Sensibility (1811)

10. Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (1818)

11. Charlotte Bronte, Villette (1847)

12. Essay consultations

(* Recommended edition: Penguin Classics; otherwise please use Oxford World’s Classics editions )
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