5AAE B014 Subjects of Desire in Medieval Religious Writings

Level/Semester taught
 

2nd year module, Band 1 (Medieval)/taught in Semester 2 
Convenor/Teacher
 

Robert Mills
Teaching Arrangements

 
1 hour lecture & 1 hour seminar weekly

Credit Value
 


15 credits

Assessment



Attendance at seminars (5%)



Oral presentation on short passage of text; paragraph length summary of main points to be submitted via Blackboard, (10%)





ONE x 3500 word essay (85%) due examination period

MODULE OUTLINE:

General aims
‘Subjectivity’ and ‘desire’ have become important analytical categories for a generation of medievalists. Influenced by the converging discourses of feminism, queer theory, psychoanalysis and postcolonial studies, scholars now commonly pose questions about what constitutes the ‘subject’ in medieval literature, how medieval subjectivity might fruitfully be placed in a cultural, historical and political context, and the extent to which medieval identity construction intersects with literary production.

This module will address these themes in the context of religious writings in Latin, Anglo-Norman and Middle English (The Latin and Anglo-Norman texts will be read in modern English translation, and the early Middle English texts will be read with the aid of translations.) Initial classes will be devoted to uncovering the significance of religion in medieval culture. Subsequently, students will be introduced to the range of contexts in which medieval Christian piety might be situated, for instance monasticism, virginity, sanctity, the eucharist, pilgrimage and mysticism. The module will focus on the implications of such practices and beliefs for medieval constructions of identity and selfhood, drawing on the growing body of research being conducted on this topic.

Texts studied

Selections from a variety of medieval religious writings including: St Augustine, Confessions; Rule of St Benedict; Ancrene Wisse; the Katherine Group Life of St Margaret; Hali Meiðhad; Anglo-Norman Life of St Lawrence; Life of Christina of Markyate; Book of Margery Kempe.

You will need to obtain your own copies of four books for this module: St Augustine, Confessions, trans. Henry Chadwick (OUP, 1998; a better translation than Penguin Classics), £7.99; Medieval English Prose for Women: From the Katherine Group and Ancrene Wisse, ed. and trans. Millett and Wogan-Browne (OUP, 1993). This volume is useful because it prints the original texts alongside a good, modern translation; it also contains an excellent glossary. However an alternative is the more affordable Anchoritic Spirituality: Ancrene Wisse and Associated Works, trans. Anne Savage and Nicholas Watson (New York: Paulist Press, 1991). This only contains translations, but editions of the accompanying early Middle English texts, necessary for completing the coursework, will be included in the course reader (see below); Life of Christina of Markyate, ed. Fanous & Leyser, trans. C. H. Talbot, (OUP, 2008), £7.99; Book of Margery Kempe: Annotated Edition, ed. Barry Windeatt (D. S. Brewer, 2004; please make sure it’s this edition of the original Middle English text, i.e. not the Penguin translation), £17.99. Look out for discounts offered by online booksellers such as Amazon on many of these books.
There will also be a course reader (for which there will be a small charge). As well as including selected early Middle English texts, this will incorporate additional materials including Rule of St Benedict, Life of St Lawrence and the Schewings of Julian of Norwich. 
Lecture/Seminar programme

1.  no teaching examination week

CONTEXTS

     2. Subjects of desire. (Desire, subjectivity and medieval studies; initial discussion of St Augustine’s Confessions).

3. Desiring religion. (Selfhood in early Christian writings: St Augustine’s Confessions; Song of Songs).

VIRGINS

4. Virginity contained (Veils, walls and communities; Ancrene Wisse and Rule of St Benedict).
5. Virginity performed (Gender, agency and sponsae Christi in Hali Meiðhad).

MARTYRS

6. Reading Week

7. Reading torture (i) (Virgin martyrs, romance and gender; Katherine Group St Margaret).

8. Reading torture (ii) (Sex, violence and spectacle; Anglo-Norman Life of St Lawrence).

MYSTICS

9. Hagiographic models (i) (Christina of Markyate)

10. Hagiographic models (ii) (Margery Kempe).

11. Virginity and self-making (Reclaiming virginity in Book of Margery Kempe).

12. Bodies as texts. (Fleshliness, femininity and Christ’s body in Book of Margery Kempe and Julian of Norwich)/Essay Consultation Week
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