5AAEB041 The Fin-de-Siècle
Level/Semester taught
2nd Year module/Band 2 taught Semester 2
Convenor/Teacher
Clare Pettitt

Credit value
15 credits

Teaching Arrangements
1 hour lecture & 1 hour seminar weekly

Assessment
One 1,000 word essay (25% of final mark), due mid semester


One 3,000 word essay (75% of final mark)
MODULE OUTLINE:
Conventionally, the Victorian fin-de-siècle has been seen as a transitional period, trapped between High Victorianism on the one hand and the onslaught of Modernism on the other.  In recent years, however, the fin-de-siècle has become one of the most dynamic fields in literary studies.  This module will focus on a range of literature from the period, and consider the ways in which socio-cultural debates at the time – around questions of gender and sexuality, degeneration/regeneration, radical politics, urbanism and empire – inform the literature of the period.  From the New Woman to the New Journalism, the 1890s was a period of exciting cultural innovation.

LECTURE AND SEMINAR READING:
Week 1. 
No teaching – examination week
Week 2. 
Introducing Aesthetes and Decadents

Pater, Huysmans, Symons (all in coursepack)

Wilde, ‘Preface to Dorian Gray’ (in Complete Works)

Week 3

Londoners in the 90s

Conan Doyle, The Sign of Four (extract in coursepack)

Amy Levy poems, (in coursepack)

Grossmith, Diary of a Nobody, 1892 (extract in coursepack)

WH Henley and Richard Le Gallienne poems (in Decadent Poetry)

Week 4

Monstrous Bodies

RL Stevenson, The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde  (purchase or available as e-text)
Sheridan Le Fanu, Carmilla (purchase or available as e-text)
Week 5

Gothic Transformations

Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray
Arthur Machen, The Great God Pan, 1890 (purchase or e-text)

Week 6

Reading Week

Week 7

Sexuality and the New Woman

Hardy, Jude the Obscure (1895)

George Egerton, ‘A Cross Line’ (in Daughters of Decadence)
Week 8 
Sexualities, Queer Turns

Wilde, Portrait of Mr. W.H. (1889) (in Complete Works)
Lionel Johnson, Lord Alfred Douglas, Michael Field poems (in Decadent Poetry)

J.A. Symonds, Problem in Modern Ethics (in coursepack)

Edward Carpenter, The Intermediate Sex (in coursepack)
Havelock Ellis, Studies in the Psychology of Sex (extract in coursepack)
Week 9 
Ghosts and Hauntings
Henry James Turn of the Screw (1898)

Short stories by Wilde (in Complete Works) 

Charlotte Mew, ‘A White Knight’ (in Daughters…)

Oliver Schreiner, ‘Three Dreams in the Dessert’ and ‘Life’s Gift’s’ (in Daughters…)
Week 10 
Popular Entertainers

The music-hall, sound recordings, cinema (handouts to be distributed)
Week 11
New Technologies

H.G. Wells, Time Machine
‘The Cinematograph’ (in coursepack)
Week 12
The 1890s Now/Essay Consultation
Wilde, The Importance of Being Earnest (in Complete Works)
Mark Ravenhill, Handbag (handout to be distributed)

Texts:

Much of the material for weekly reading is found in this coursepack.

You will need to purchase the texts listed below, many of which can be found in inexpensive editions: 
Complete Works of Oscar Wilde
Henry James, Turn of the Screw
Elaine Showalter (ed), Daughters of Decadence
H.G. Wells, Time Machine
Thomas Hardy, Jude the Obscure 

RL Stevenson, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr Hyde
Lisa Rodensky (ed.), Decadent Poetry from Wilde to Naidu 
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