5AAEB024 The Victorians and Social Change, 1840-1870

Level/Semester taught
 

2nd Year Module Band 2/taught in Semester 1
Convenor & Teachers


Louise Lee, Jo McDonagh
Credit value

  

15 credits

Teaching Arrangements

 
1 hour lecture & 1 hour seminar weekly

Assessment
For all students EXCEPT JYA, PENN students staying only for semester one:

One essay of 2,000 words (40% of final mark) due mid semester
One 2 hour unseen examination (60% of final mark) in examination period
Alternative assessment for JYA PENN students staying only for semester one:

One essay of 2,000 words (40% of final mark) due mid semester
One essay of 2,000 words (60% of final mark) submitted in examination period
MODULE OUTLINE:

General Aims

This module introduces students to the literature of the first half of the Victorian period. We will read a wide range of texts of different genres, and consider some of the important debates about style and form that preoccupied writers of this period.  Of particular interest will be the ways literary texts register and respond to social and cultural questions.  Topics to be covered in lectures and seminars include:  the ‘Condition of England’ question and the effects of the Industrial Revolution on Victorian society; the ‘Woman Question’ and debates about marriage, women’s property, employment and child care; masculinity; Victorian science and the challenges posed by Darwin’s evolutionary theory to Victorian intellectual life; Victorian religious debates; the culture of print in the period, and the effects of serial culture; the metropolis and urbanisation; Britain’s relationships with the rest of the world; and the Victorian  fascination with sensationalism.   Writers to be studied will include: George Eliot, Thomas Carlyle, Elizabeth Gaskell, Charlotte Brontë, Alfred Tennyson, Mary Elizabeth Braddon, John Ruskin, Charles Darwin and Robert Browning.   

Provisional list of texts to be studied 
Elizabeth Gaskell, Mary Barton

Charlotte Brontë, Villette
George Eliot, Middlemarch
Mary Elizabeth Braddon, Lady Audley’s Secret
Dante Gabriel Rossetti, selected poems.
John Ruskin, Selected Writings

Alfred Tennyson, In Memoriam A.H.H. and Maud: A Monodrama
Thomas Carlyle, Selected Writings 
Robert Browning, Selected dramatic monologues
Lecture/Seminar programme

1. Chartism and the people’s voice
2. Mary Barton, melodrama and fiction
3. Pre-Raphaelite poetry and painting

4. Villette, Spectacle and the Spectral 
5. Gender and War: Maud: A Monodrama, Queen Victoria and the Crimean
6.  Darwin, Waste, and Loss: In Memoriam A.H.H.

7.  Reading Week
8.  Sensation and Serialisation: Lady Audley’s Secret
9.  In different voices: Dramatic Monologue 
10. The Woman Question:  Middlemarch
11. Realism and Reform:  Middlemarch
12. Essay/exam consultation

Supplementary bibliography

Isobel Victorian Poetry:  Poetry, Poetics and Politics 
Nina Auerbach Woman and the Demon:  The Life of a Victorian Myth 

Gillian Beer, Darwin’s Plots  
Margaret Beetham, A Magazine of Her Own?  Domesticity and Desire in the Woman’s Magazine, 1800-1914
Joseph Bristow, ed., The Victorian Poet:  Poetics and Persona
Deirdre David, Intellectual Women and Victorian Patriarchy:  Harriet Martineau, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, and George Eliot
Edwin M. Eigner and George J. Worth (eds.), Victorian Criticism of the Novel
Ingastina Ewbank., Their Proper Sphere:  A Study of the Bronte Sisters as Early Victorian Novelists
Kate Flint,  (ed.), The Victorian Novelist:  Social Problems and Social Change  

Kate Flint, The Woman Reader  

Shirley Foster, Victorian Women’s Fiction:  Marriage, Freedom and the Individual
Peter K. Garrett., The Victorian Multiplot Novel
Sandra M. Gilbert and Susan Gubar, The Madwoman in the Attic:  the Woman Writer and the Nineteenth-Century Literary Imagination 

Robin Gilmour, The Victorian Period:  the Intellectual and Cultural Climate of English Literature, 1830-90
Elizabeth Jay, Faith and Doubt in Victorian Britain

John Kucich, Repression in Victorian Fiction
John O. Jordan and Carol T. Christ (eds.), Victorian Literature and the Visual Imagination
Katherine Kearns, Nineteenth-Century Literary Realism
Peter Keating, The Working Classes in Victorian Fiction
Angela Leighton, Victorian Women Poets:  Writing Against the Heart
John Lucas, The Literature of Change
John Maynard, Victorian Discourses on Sexuality and Religion
John P. McGowan, Representation and Revelation:  Victorian Realism from Carlyle to Yeats
D A Miller, The Novel and the Police 

Mary Poovey, Uneven Developments:  the Ideological Work of Gender in Mid-Victorian England  
Ruth Robbins and Julian Wolfreys (eds.), Victorian Identities
Sally Shuttleworth, Charlotte Bronte and Victorian Psychology
Alan Sinfield, The Dramatic Monologue
David Skilton (ed.), The Early and Mid-Victorian Novel
Herbert Sussman, Victorian Masculinities 

Jenny Bourne Taylor, In the Secret Theatre of Home: Wilkie Collins, Sensation Narrative and Nineteenth-Century Psychology
Jenny Bourne Taylor and Sally Shuttleworth, eds., Embodied Selves: An Anthology of Psychological Texts 1830-1890

Nicola Diane Thompson (ed.), Victorian Women Writers and the Woman Question 

Ian Watt, The Victorian Novel: Modern Essays in Criticism
Shearer West, (ed.), The Victorians and Race
Chris White, Nineteenth-Century Writing on Homosexuality
