SLaM/IoPPN R&D Sponsorship Guidance – Peer Review v16.1
The Sponsor is responsible for confirming the scientific quality of your project prior to submission to ethics.  If your project has attracted external funding through a competitive bidding system which includes the scientific review of the protocol (most charities etc) then peer review will have been undertaken.  
If your project is own account (i.e. not been through a funding peer review process, or has been through a funding peer review process but was not funded), we will need to ensure that a review is conducted prior to ethics being able to accept your application.   If you are a student and your project is being conducted for the purposes of your degree then your course department will have conducted the scientific review and the R&D office will not need to repeat this.

There are two methods of obtaining a peer review, depending on the type of study.

1. For unfunded studies please forward a finalised protocol to the R&D office with the name, postion/role and contact details of three potential reviewers.  These should have relevant expertise in the area but must be independent of the study.  We will organise the peer review on your behalf and forward the outcome and reviewers comments to you.
2. Studies potentially eligible for the NIHR portfolio that have been funded as part of a programme grant:  The NIHR have updated their document, Eligibility Criteria for NIHR Clinical Research Network Support with guidance regarding scientific review requirements as follows:   
“Individual studies funded as part of programme grants will be required to have undergone protocol peer review before they can be considered for NIHR CRN support. At least two individual experts should have reviewed the study. The definition of independent used here is that the reviewers must be external to the investigators’ host institution and not involved in the study in any way. Reviewers do not need to be anonymous.”

https://www.nihr.ac.uk/research-and-impact/documents/NIHR-CRN-Portfolio/Eligibility/Eligibility-Criteria-for-NIHRCRN-support.pdf 

The Sponsor has to provide confirmation of appropriate peer review before the study is added to the NIHR Portfolio.  Once on the NIHR Portfolio the study will trigger future funding to the NHS trusts involved via the CLRN based on patient recruitment and will also then be eligible for network support (e.g. Mental Health Research Network).  It is important therefore that any study potentially eligible for the portfolio must be included.
For studies that fall within this category, you can either organise the reviews yourself and forward them to the R&D office, or if you prefer R&D can organise this on your behalf.    
Please allow sufficient time for peer review to be undertaken where required.
