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1.
KwvoTavTivouoAv kéKAnke . . . EMTEAéCAS ITITMIKOV Aydova

TPATOS, POPECAs TPWTOLS dladnua dia papyapitédv Kal
ETEPOV TIHIcV AlBcov, kal éoinocev ETPTNV YeEYAANV, KEAEUOQS
Sia Belou avUToU TUTOU TN auTh Nuépa EmTeAeicBal TO
yevéBAlov Tiis TTOAEws auToU Kkai avolyew T 1’ ToU auTtol
"ApTepiciou unvos TO dnudciov AouTpov ZeUEimov, TANcIoV
dvta Tou ‘lmmkoU kat Tiis ‘Pnylas ToU maAaTiou.

(Constantine) called (the city) Constantinople; he conducted the first circus
games and was the first to wear a diadem decorated with pearls and
precious stones. He celebrated a big feast and ordered by his sacred
decree that on this day, the 11th of Artemisios, be observed the birthday
of his city, and that the public bath of Zeuxippus (which is close to the
Hippodrome and the Regia and the place) should be opened.

Chronicon Paschale 1.530

2.

Mnxavais 8¢ ToAAais BaoiAeus Te louoTiviavos kai “AvBéuios
O UNXavoTrolds ouv TG lowdwpw oUTtw BN peTecopilopévnv
TNV ékkAnoiav év 16 aopalel diempafavTo eval: vTep TAs
HEV GAAas amaoas éuol eidéval Te &mopov Kal Adyw ppdaoal
aunxavov, uia 8¢ pot udévov €v ye TG TMapdVTL YEYPAWETAL T
SUvalT &v Tis OUPTTacav ToU épyou TEKUNPIoAl TNV dUvapiv

It was by many skilful devices that the Emperor Justinian and the master-
builder Anthemius and Isidore secured the stability of the church,
hanging, as it does, in mid-air. Some of these it is both hopeless for me to
understand in their entirety and impossible to explain in words; I shall
record only one of them for the present, from which it should be possible
to gain an impression of the strength of the whole work.

Procopius, Buildings 1.1.50
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3.

Nvika Toivuv ot AiBodduol dicopuccov oUTrep Eepvriodnv &pTicos,
KIBcOTIOV EUpOV ypAUUAOL ONUATVOY s Asiyava €xol ToUTwv O
TGV &vdpddov. Omep eENveyke AeAnBOs Técos EemiTndes 6 Beds,
QHO UEV TIIOTOUHEVOS ATTAVTAS 0§ T PaciAéwds ACHEVECTATA
EvdEdekTal Bddpa, aua Bt kal ToU &vdpds Tnv ayaboepyiav
aueiyacBal diatelwduevos xapitt peiCovt.

So when the masons were excavating in the place which I have just
mentioned, they found a chest showing by an inscription that it contained
the remains of these very men. And God brought to light this chest,
which thus far had been forgotten, with an express purpose, partly to
assure all men that He had accepted the Emperor’s gifts most gladly, and
partly because He was eager to repay this great man’s beneficence with a
greater favour.
Procopius, Buildings 1.vii.4

4

“OT11 Ta Aeydueva Kovtapia BiyAav eixov s étn £ kal év
QUTE TG TOT TOAEUOS Ecds €T B Kal vaos eidcoAwv HIKpOs
TGy, Ov EAeyov [TaAnvol eivar: ov kabBehcov KwvtavTivos Tijs
OcoTtdkou oikov Evryelpe kal tautdv tyxapdafas kal Thv
unTépa kal ‘Incotv kai tnv TTapbévov mavnyupikas opTas
eTETEAEL El§ TUEPas 13,

That the so-called Kontaria had a guard for seven years; and in the same
place there was a war for two years, and a very small temple of idols
(eidola) which they said was of Galen. Constantine pulled it down and
built a church of the Theotokos, and portraying himself and his mother
and Jesus and the Virgin he held a festival for twelve days.

Parastaseis Suntomai Chronikai 53

5.

'Ev ols éAépas ToTaTal mauueyedns: cos ol Bnplodeiktal nuiv
éBePaiwoav, un yiveobal amavw autol TO péyebos TV
EAEQPAVTV, TGV Ot HEYAAWV Ed§ OUTwWS. oUTOS O EAEPas UTTO
2eunpou Tou Kapou “EAANvos étumcobn Béaua 11 kata Tnv
Tapadoaotv.

With these stands a huge elephant; as the exhibitors of animals have
assured us, elephants do not come greater in size than this, the big ones
being as big as this. This elephant was set up by Severus the son of Carus
the pagan as a spectacle (theama), according to tradition.

Parastaseis Suntomai Chronikai 37
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AANEV aUuTE YeE TG TpoTeHevionaTl KaAoU Oeauatos ©
TPOOIV  EUTITTAAUEVOS Kol TOls Opwopévols Epeidwv T
SuuaTa, WoTep TIs EppiCouévos TG BavuaTt éotnkev. "Op@el
MEV ol pUBol TE Opakl kiBapav Ttololol, Kivoloav Tolg
PBOyYyols T Gyuxa €l O kal Nuv EENv els pubous émaipev kal
poPepav Totelv TNV &Arbelav, eimev &v TIS TOUs TTPOoIOVTAS
TG TPOTEUEVIOUATL €l PUTAV ATTODEVEPOUUEVOUS PUOIY TG
BavpaTt  peTtaBaAAecbar oUTws amaf TIs  dawv
SUoATTOCTIACTWS KATEXETAL.

Taking his fill of the fair spectacle in the very atrium and fixing his eyes on
the sight before him, the visitor stands as if rooted to the ground with
wonder. Legends proclaim the lyre of Thracian Orpheus stirred inanimate
things. If it were our privilege also to erect truth into legends and make it
awe-inspiring, one might say that visitors to the atrium were turned with
wonder into the form of trees: so firmly is one held having but seen it
once.
Photius, Homily X, 4,

7.

kal TaUTa pev Tals yuvaifiv 6 &yyehos mpooepcovnoev. O B
TUETEPOS AOYOs TEPIEPYOTEPOV COOE KAKEIOE TIEPIOKOTICIV KAl
TepIPBAeTTOUEVOS Kal aUTOV s E0TIV IBElv TOV TaUTa Xelpl Ti)
gautoU (Cowypa@noovta, Tept TOV OeomoTikOV  Spbiov
TAPICTAUEVOV TAPOV S &YPUTIVOV Twva PUAAKA KATEVONOE
OTOANV €KEWNV Kal TNV Taocav GAANV NUPlecUEvov avaBoAnv,
nv Kal GGV . . . TOV EKTOS KATECEUVUVETO avBpcotrov. Kal Tax’
Qv TOI§ TEPL auUTOV €ykKwHiols O Adyos éxpovoTpifnoe kai
Tavu T1 dikadTaTa, el un Tals yuvalfl TauTtals Tpods avaykns
NV aUTG OUUTTAPOUApPTELY, OTTEUBOVTI ouv oTreudovoals Tapd
ToUus pabnTags ameAbelv KaTa TNV ToU &yyEéAou EMTAYNV.

Thus did the angel speak to the women. But our discourse, in looking and
gazing around hither and thither, has recognised the man who with his
own hand has depicted these things, as he may be seen standing upright
by the Lord’s tomb like a watchful guard, dressed in the same robe and
other garments which he wore to adorn his outer appearance when he
was living . . . And our discourse might well have spent more time in
praising this man and this with good reason, were it not obliged to
accompany the women, hastening with them as they hasten to the
disciples in accordance with the angel’s command.
Nicholas Mesarites, Description of the Church of the Holy Apostles 28.23-24
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8.

Ti 8¢ 1) AeukcoAevos “‘EAévn kaAAiopupds Te kai SoAixddelpos, 1) TO
TTaveAAnviov és Tpoiav &Bpoicaca kai kabBeAolUoa Tpoiav, ék &t
TauTtns Tpoookeilaca Neidw kakelBev aubis €s 110n Ta Aakcoveov
ETTavaAvcaoca xXpovios; ap éueiAiEe Tous duouelAikTous;
ap’énaABale Tous c1dnpdppovas;

What about the white-armed Helen, both beautiful-ankled and long-
necked who gathered the all-Greek army at Troy and destroyed Troy and
who after this ran ashore on the Nile and finally again returned from
there back to the customs of the Laconians? Did she charm the hard to
charm? Did she soften their iron hearts?

Nicetas Choniates, Historia 652
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