
 
 
 

 
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON 

 
MA EXAMINATION  

 
for Internal Students 
 
LATE ANTIQUE AND BYZANTINE STUDIES 
 
MB06 Constantinople and its Descriptions 

Sources Paper 

 
 

 
 
 
3 hours 
 
Comment on the context of, and points of interest in, any FOUR of the 
following extracts 

 
All answers bear equal marks 
 
 
 
 
 
Candidates should avoid inappropriate repetition of material in different 
questions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
@University of London 1999 
UL99/ 



TURN OVER WHEN INSTRUCTED 



 
 
1. 
KvnstantinoÊpolin k°klhke . . . §pitel°saw flppikÚn ég«na 
pr«tow, for°saw pr≈toiw diãdhµa diå µargarit«n ka‹ 
•t°rvn tiµ€vn l€yvn, ka‹ §po€hsen •prtØn µegãlhn, keleÊsaw 
diå ye€ou aÈtoË tÊpou tª aÈtØ ≤µ°r& §pitele›syai tÚ 
gen°ylion t∞w pÒlevw aÈtoË ka‹ éno€gein tª iaÄ toË aÈtoË 
ÉArteµis€ou µhnÚw tÚ dhµÒsion loutrÚn ZeÊjippon, plÆsion 
ˆnta toË ÑIppikoË ka‹ t∞w ÑRhg€aw toË palat€ou. 
 
(Constantine) called (the city) Constantinople; he conducted the first circus 
games and was the first to wear a diadem decorated with pearls and 
precious stones.  He celebrated a big feast and ordered by his sacred 
decree that on this day, the 11th of Artemisios, be observed the birthday 
of his city, and that the public bath of Zeuxippus (which is close to the 
Hippodrome and the Regia and the place) should be opened. 

Chronicon Paschale I.530 
 
2. 
Mhxana›w d¢ polla›w basileÊw te ÉIoustinianÚw ka‹ ÉAny°µiow 
ı µhxanopoiÚw sÁn t“ ÉIsid≈rƒ oÏtv dØ µetevrizoµ°nhn 
tØn §kklhs€an §n t“ ésfale› dieprãjanto e‰nai: œnper tåw 
µ¢n êllaw èpãsaw §µo‹ efid°nai te êporon ka‹ lÒgƒ frãsai 
éµÆxanon, µ€a d° µoi µÒnon ¶n ge t“ parÒnti gegrãcetai √ 
dÊnait' ên tiw sÊµpasan toË ¶rgou tekµhri«sai tØn dÊnaµin 
 
It was by many skilful devices that the Emperor Justinian and the master-
builder Anthemius and Isidore secured the stability of the church, 
hanging, as it does, in mid-air.  Some of these it is both hopeless for me to 
understand in their entirety and impossible to explain in words; I shall 
record only one of them for the present, from which it should be possible 
to gain an impression of the strength of the whole work. 

Procopius, Buildings I.i.50 
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3. 
≤n€ka to€nun ofl liyodÒµoi di≈russon oper §peµnÆsyhn ért€vw, 
kib≈tion eron grãµµasi shµa›non …w le€cana ¶xoi toÊtvn dØ 
t«n éndr«n.  ˜per §jÆnegke lelhyÚw t°vw §jep€thdew ı yeÒw, 
ëµa µ¢n pistoÊµenow ëpantaw …w tå basil°vw ésµen°stata 
§nd°dektai d«ra, ëµa d¢ ka‹ toË éndrÚw tØn égayoerg€an 
éµe€casyai diateinÒµenow xãriti µe€zoni. 
 
So when the masons were excavating in the place which I have just 
mentioned, they found a chest showing by an inscription that it contained 
the remains of these very men.  And God brought to light this chest, 
which thus far had been forgotten, with an express purpose, partly to 
assure all men that He had accepted the Emperor’s gifts most gladly, and 
partly because He was eager to repay this great man’s beneficence with a 
greater favour. 

Procopius, Buildings I.vii.4 
 

4   
ÜOti tå legÒµena Kontãria b€glan e‰xon ßvw ¶th zÄ:  ka‹ §n 
aÈt“ t“ tÒpƒ pÒleµow ßvw ¶th bÄ ka‹ naÚw efid≈lvn µikrÚw 
pãnu, ˘n ¶legon GalhnoË e‰nai:  ˘n kayel∆n Kvntant›now t∞w 
YeotÒkou o‰kon §nÆgeire ka‹ •autÚn §gxarãjaw ka‹ tØn 
µht°ra ka‹ ÉIhsoËn ka‹ tØn Pary°non panhgurikåw •ortåw 
§pet°lei efiw ≤µ°raw ibÄ. 
 
That the so-called Kontaria had a guard for seven years; and in the same 
place there was a war for two years, and a very small temple of idols 
(eidola) which they said was of Galen.  Constantine pulled it down and 
built a church of the Theotokos, and portraying himself and his mother 
and Jesus and the Virgin he held a festival for twelve days. 

Parastaseis Suntomai Chronikai 53 
 
5.   
ÉEn oÂw §l°faw ·statai paµµeg°yhw: …w ofl yhriode›ktai ≤µ›n 
§beba€vsan, µØ g€nesyai épãnv aÈtoË tÚ µ°geyow t«n 
§lefãntvn, t«n d¢ µegãlvn ßvw oÎtvw.  otow ı §l°faw ÍpÚ 
SeuÆrou toË Kãrou ÜEllhnow §tup≈yh y°aµã ti katå tØn 
parãdosin. 
 
With these stands a huge elephant; as the exhibitors of animals have 
assured us, elephants do not come greater in size than this, the big ones 
being as big as this.  This elephant was set up by Severus the son of Carus 
the pagan as a spectacle (theama), according to tradition. 

Parastaseis Suntomai Chronikai  37 
2 



6   
éllÉ§n aÈt“ ge t“ proteµen€sµati kaloË yeãµatow ı 
prosi∆n §µpiplãµenow ka‹ to›w ırvµ°noiw §re€dvn tå 
ˆµµata, Àsper tiw §rrizvµ°now t“ yaÊµati ßsthken. ÉOrfe› 
µ¢n ofl µÊyoi t“ Yr&k‹ kiyãran poioËsi, kinoËsan to›w 
fyÒggoiw tå êcuxa: efi d¢ ka‹ ≤µ›n §j∞n efiw µÊyouw §pa€rein ka‹ 
foberån poie›n tØn élÆyeian, e‰pen ên tiw toÁw prosiÒntaw 
t“ proteµen€sµati efiw fut«n épodendrouµ°nouw fÊsin t“ 
yaÊµati µetabãllesyai: oÏtvw ëpaj tiw fid∆n 
dusapospãstvw kat°xetai. 
 
Taking his fill of the fair spectacle in the very atrium and fixing his eyes on 
the sight before him, the visitor stands as if rooted to the ground with 
wonder.  Legends proclaim the lyre of Thracian Orpheus stirred inanimate 
things.  If it were our privilege also to erect truth into legends and make it 
awe-inspiring, one might say that visitors to the atrium were turned with 
wonder into the form of trees: so firmly is one held having but seen it 
once. 

Photius, Homily X, 4,  
 

7.  
ka‹ taËta µ¢n ta›w gunaij‹n ı êggelow prosef≈nhsen.  ı d¢ 
≤µeterow lÒgow periergÒteron œde kéke›se periskop«n ka‹ 
periblepÒµenow ka‹ aÈtÚn …w ¶stin fide›n tÚn taËta xeir‹ tª 
•autoË zvgrafÆsonta, per‹ tÚn despotikÚn ˆryion 
paristãµenon tãfon …w êgrupnÒn tina fÊlaka katenÒhse 
stolØn §keinØn ka‹ tØn pçsan êllhn ±µfiesµ°non énabolÆn, 
∂n ka‹ z«n . . . tÚn §ktÚw kateseµnÊneto ênyrvpon.  ka‹ tãxÉ 
ín to›w per‹ aÈtÚn §gkvµ€oiw ı lÒgow §xronotr€bhse ka‹ 
pãnu ti dikaiÒtata, efi µØ ta›w gunaij‹ taÊtaiw prÚw énãgkhw 
∑n aÈt“ suµparoµarte›n, speÊdonti sÁn speudoÊsaiw parå 
toÁw µayhtåw épelye›n katå tØn toË égg°lou §pitagÆn. 
 
Thus did the angel speak to the women.  But our discourse, in looking and 
gazing around hither and thither, has recognised the man who with his 
own hand has depicted these things, as he may be seen standing upright 
by the Lord’s tomb like a watchful guard, dressed in the same robe and 
other garments which he wore to adorn his outer appearance when he 
was living . . . And our discourse might well have spent more time in 
praising this man and this with good reason, were it not obliged to 
accompany the women, hastening with them as they hasten to the 
disciples in accordance with the angel’s command. 

Nicholas Mesarites, Description of the Church of the Holy Apostles 28.23-24 
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8. 
T€ d¢ ≤ leuk≈lenow ÑEl°nh kall€sfurÒw te ka‹ dolixÒdeirow, ≤ tÚ 
PanellÆnion §w Tro€an éyro€sasa ka‹ kayeloËsa Tro€an, §k d¢ 
taÊthw prosoke€lasa Ne€lƒ kéke›yen aÔyiw §w ≥yh tå Lak≈nvn 
§panalÊsasa xrÒniow; îrÉ§µe€lije toÁw dusµeil€ktouw; 
îrÉ§µãlyaje toÁw sidhrÒfronaw; 
 
What about the white-armed Helen, both beautiful-ankled and long-
necked who gathered the all-Greek army at Troy and destroyed Troy and 
who after this ran ashore on the Nile and finally again returned from 
there back to the customs of the Laconians? Did she charm the hard to 
charm? Did she soften their iron hearts? 

Nicetas Choniates,  Historia 652 
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