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King’s NIHR Patient Safety & Service Quality Research Centre
_____________________________________________________________

Building research capacity in patient safety and service quality
Doctoral Study Leave Secondment
The National Institute of Health Research (NIHR) King’s Patient Safety and Service Quality Research Centre at King’s College Hospital NHS Foundation Trust (KCH) and King’s College London (KCL) is one of two new Patient Safety and Service Quality Research Centres in the UK.  The Centre has a strong focus on social science perspectives and patient safety and service quality, forming a key part of the Department of Health's new strategy for research and development in the NHS.  The Centre was awarded a total of £4.5m over 5 years to translate its excellence in health policy and social science research to patient safety and service quality issues and develop research capacity through training and education.  The King’s Patient Safety and Service Quality Research Centre focuses on four research themes encompassing Innovations in service delivery and health technologies, Organisational Governance, Risk and Workforce.

In the context of this Centre, we are seeking to support individuals who are already engaged in doctoral research on patient safety and service quality issues at KCH. We recognise that the pursuit of part-time doctoral research is challenging and wish to develop research capacity by providing some backfill funding to enable staff to be released from their working commitments for study leave to enable more focused time to be spent on doctoral studies. 

Eligible applicants will be all staff, clinical and non-clinical, working at KCH or pursuing their research at KCH. They will be working at Doctoral level (PhD, DPhil, Professional Doctorate), and be at the stages of data collection or writing up. They will be working from a social science or health services research perspective and will be expected to be working within one of the Centre’s themes. Applicants will require support from their current line manager and their academic supervisor and an academic reference.

Successful applicants will be expected to contribute to the life of the centre and plan to continue working in the area of patient safety and service quality research. A total of up to £10,000 will be available for backfill time and specific research costs over a maximum time period of 12 months. Successful applicants are expected to take up their funding by 1st July 2008 at the latest.
To apply: please send a completed application form, academic reference, a three page proposal, and a CV detailing current responsibilities and any previous research experience to:

Kirsty Hedditch - Administrator, NIHR King's Patient Safety & Service Quality Research Centre, Strand Bridge House, -2 Basement, 138-142 Strand, London WC2R 1HH by 14th March 2008. Shortlisted candidates will be interviewed. 

(Please note this is a ‘first call’ from our capacity development fund and we plan to offer a variety of further secondment opportunities in the near future).
