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Who are you? 
Diverse dimensions, multilayered threads of your identity tapestry. 
Who are you? 
What weaves your experiences, encounters, memories into that grand, often disambiguated 
narrative of affiliations and values? 
 
Tapestries of identities – a complex, ever-more contested, intimate yet public territory. 
 
It’s often deeply felt. And just as easily manipulated. Its perceived relevance has been on 
steady rise. Be it at a conscious or subconscious level, who has never contemplated 
reflectively or, more likely, felt viscerally a sense of, or lack of, belonging? 
 
Echoes of the identity vortex reverberate our sense of who we are at a particular confluence 
of time and space. Here. Now. 
 
Who are you?, my poem, takes us on a journey in the endlessly diverse landscape of identity. 
It has been set to music by Hayes Biggs, and performed by Amber Evans, who multi-track 
recorded all the parts of this innovative contemporary choral work. Evans’ stunning 
interpretation was recorded and edited by Brian Daurelle. 
 
I wrote the poem around 2012-13; my creative collaboration with Hayes started in June 2015. 
The outcome of our collaboration was an innovative choral work, which was premiered by 
the C4 Ensemble in NYC in June 2018. It was conducted by Timothy Brown, who calls Who 
are you? a challenge to conduct and “a masterful work combining the abstract approaches of 
the creators in speaking to a complex social issue – identity as we see it for ourselves, and as 
identity is labelled by outside observers.” This pioneering NYC performance you can listen 
to, and read my reflections about the various approaches to identity here 
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/who-are-youidentity-vortex/ 
 
Singing in the NYC premiere of this work in 2018 was the Australian vocalist, conductor and 
composer: Amber Evans. 
 
This is how Amber got to know intimately the textual and musical world of Who are you?. 
 
“When I first glanced at and read-through Hayes’ musical interpretation of Zsuzsanna’s 
words, I saw it as a beautiful challenge. Neither the musical content, nor the gravitas of the 
text, is easily rendered by the meeting of those two artistic minds. When performed by the C4 
Ensemble that I was part of in New York, I felt the complexities of this challenging piece 
could, and should be developed further to do justice to its meanings and depth. 
 



I then had a dogged desire to create my version of the aural snapshot of this work along with 
my dear musician friend, Brian Daurelle, who painstakingly spliced together the many pieces 
of this intricate musical puzzle. I cannot explain why I felt so strongly about making this 
project happen - only that I intuitively knew that it deserved to live and be heard.” 
 
Thus Who are you? inspired Amber to sing all the parts all by herself. In 2020, Amber’s 
amazing reinterpretation was recorded by Brian Daurelle. 
 
How does the composer of this piece, Hayes Biggs, approach setting to music such a poem? 
 
“Among the challenges in setting the poem is its insistent quality… along with gradually 
accruing strings of words commonly used in reference to the ways humans describe, 
contextualize, and otherwise "place" themselves and one another… 
 
The choice of treble voices perhaps evokes the idea of a siren call, though more in the sense 
of being compelling or riveting than seductive or alluring. The pure, clear timbre of a choir of 
sopranos and altos for me also evokes the feeling of a ritual, as well as possessing a kind of 
radiating intensity that I associate with certain music of Stravinsky, particularly works such 
as Symphonies of Wind Instruments, a piece that is itself ritualistic in its attitude and formal 
structure.” 
 
Beyond the title, Who are you?, and theme of the work, the dynamics of the creative process 
itself embodies the diverse tapestry of identity/identities today. 
 
This is who we are now. 
The concept and the text is a writer/artist, who is British/Hungarian. 
www.ardo.org 
The composer is American. 
https://hayesbiggs.com/ 
And the amazing vocalist, interpreting and performing all the parts of the score, is Australian. 
https://amberevansmusic.com/ 
 
This is who we are now. 
This triangulation of interconnectedness is an integral part of who we are, the nature of our 
identity now. 
 
This is who we are. 
Now. 
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