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Let’s shape the future
together

As Vice-Chancellor & President of King’s College 
London, I warmly invite you to think about what 
King’s means to you, the memories you have of this 
great institution and the opportunities that may have 
arisen in your lifetime because of your experiences 
at the University. Whether you studied here, taught 
here, found your life partner here, unearthed 
groundbreaking research here, or simply admired  
from afar the inspiring minds working to solve the 

world’s most pressing challenges, we each have our unique stories of how 
King’s has enriched our lives.

I for one, am so grateful for the years I spent at King’s in the Institute of 
Psychiatry, Psychology & Neuroscience working with students to inspire their 
curiosity and forging lifelong friendships with colleagues. Today it is a great 
honour to serve as Vice-Chancellor & President and ensure that the work of 
the King’s community continues to thrive. For this reason, I have committed to 
leaving a gift in my Will to King’s so that the next generation of students and 
researchers will have the resources and opportunities to excel, just as I did. 

As you reflect on your own experiences and look through this brochure, I want 
to thank you for considering a gift in your Will to King’s. Every donation, small 
or large is greatly appreciated and makes a big difference to the research we 
can deliver and the lives of our students who, with the resources to succeed, 
will become the changemakers and global thought-leaders of the future. 

With sincere thanks, 

Professor Shitij Kapur 
Vice-Chancellor & President, King’s College London
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The difference
your gift can make

Leaving a gift in your Will to King’s College London is a powerful 
way to create lasting impact. Every gift, no matter the size, helps 
change lives for generations to come. Your gift could help us to:

Open doors to brighter
futures by supporting
our students

Your support can help talented
students, regardless of their 
background, access the life-
changing  education King’s offers.

From bursaries and scholarships
to sanctuary support for those
seeking refuge, your gift ensures
that no student is held back by
financial hardship or circumstance.

‘Thank you so much for your support. You’ve helped me 
come another step closer to achieving my dreams and 
enabled me to continue my education. I am truly grateful.’ 
Chenuli (Key to King’s scholar)
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Advance research to fuel
groundbreaking discoveries

Your legacy could support 
pioneering research across 
medicine, mental health, climate 
change, artificial intelligence, and 
more. From lab breakthroughs to 
social impact, your gift empowers 
King’s researchers to tackle the 
world’s most pressing challenges.

Create inspiring spaces
and maintain world-class
facilities

King’s is home to some of the most 
advanced teaching and research 
environments. With your help, we 
can continue to build state-of-the-
art spaces that inspire learning, 
foster innovation and support 
world-leading research. 
	
Over the next few years, we plan 
to expand our Strand Campus with 
new state-of-the-art facilities in the 
South West Wing of Bush House. 
Legacy gifts will help us realise 
this vision of creating an inclusive, 
integrated hub at the heart of  
our community.

Image (top right): Artist rendering of the 
proposed new Agora in the South West  
Wing of Bush House.
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How to leave
a gift in your Will

We know this is an important decision and we’re here to answer 
any questions you may have. There are several ways to include 
King’s in your Will.

A share of your estate 

This is a percentage – or all, if 
preferred – of your remaining 
estate, once all fees, outstanding 
costs and other gifts have been 
deducted.

A fixed sum of money 

If you would rather leave a sum 
of money, it is worth considering 
linking your legacy to the Retail 
Price Index. This will ensure that 
the value of the gift you make does 
not depreciate over time.

A postponed gift 

This allows you to leave assets to  
a loved one for the duration of their  
life. On their death, the remainder 
of your gift will come to King’s  
College London.

A specific gift 

This is a gift of a particular item 
or asset such as property, shares, 
artworks or other valuables that 
you may wish to give. If you are 
considering this, please get in 
touch so that we can ensure we are 
able to accept your gift when the 
time comes.
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Suggested wording for your Will:

‘I give [specified percentage of my residuary estate] OR [specific 
sum in words and figures] to King’s College London of Strand 
London WC2R 2LS absolutely with the wish that the proceeds 
be used to support [general purposes/preferred area]. My 
Trustees shall have no further duties relating to this benefit if they 
obtain the written receipt from the College Secretary or other 
appropriate officer of King’s College London.’

We always suggest you speak to your solicitor for formal legal or 
financial advice on Will making or estate planning.

Writing or amending 
your Will 

Whether you are writing a Will 
for the first time or updating 
one, adding a gift to King’s can 
be simple. If you already have a 
Will, you may not need to rewrite 
it as a solicitor can add a short 
amendment, called a codicil.

To find a solicitor near you, visit 
www.lawsociety.org.uk

King’s is a charity 

King’s is an ‘exempt’ charity under 
Schedule 3 of the Charities Act 
2011 and is recognised by HMRC 
under reference X11526.
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Inheritance tax benefits 

Leaving a legacy is a meaningful 
way to support King’s and may 
also reduce the tax burden on your 
loved ones.

A gift in your Will to King’s is a 
charitable donation and is therefore 
exempt from inheritance tax. If 
you leave 10% or more of your 
estate to charity, your estate may 
also qualify for a reduced rate of 
inheritance tax – 36% instead of 
the standard 40%.

We encourage you to speak with 
a solicitor or financial adviser to 
explore your options.

US and global supporters 

For US Taxpayers, charitable gifts 
can be made to the Friends of 
King's College London Association 
Inc. a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 
organisation, recognised by the  
US Internal Revenue Service. You 
can find more information here: 
kcl.ac.uk/giving/donate/overseas 

For global supporters, please 
consult with your solicitor or 
financial advisor to discuss the 
most tax efficient way to leave a 
gift in your Will to King’s as laws 
vary from country to country.
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Why I’m giving to King’s
Home is important, especially when you lose yours. 

Looking back, I realise how much King’s became 
my home and foundation in times of need. I come 
from a military family and moved many times 
within the UK and abroad until returning to the UK 
at age 11 to improve my education at a convent 
school. It was hoped that my schooling would also 
set me on the right path to become a doctor, a 
lifelong dream of mine.

‘Coming back to 
King’s is coming 
home. I want my gift 
to mean that King’s 
remains a home for 
generations to come.’

Being accepted at King’s to study medicine  
was a moment of certainty in a period of 
uncertainty. My parents were in the throes of a 
contentious divorce, leaving me and my mother 
homeless and penniless. My school found us 
dormitory accommodation in another convent 
while I awaited my A-level results.  

King’s became my lifeline. They extended my stays in halls of residence 
during holiday periods and until I completed an intercalated BSc. King’s 
encouraged me not to be inhibited by personal circumstances. It has 
been my rallying voice, raising the belief in the work I do – starting on the 
Liver Unit at King’s College Hospital and pursuing such a career when 
there were few women in hepatology. King’s saw me through times of 
great personal and social change. Indeed, science and hepatology in the 
1970s were very male-dominated. That is part of the reason I’m leaving 
a gift in my Will – to give back and ensure that other women have these 
opportunities. Please join me and consider pledging a gift to King’s in 
your Will.

Dr Elizabeth Fagan AKC 

(Physiology, 1972; MMBS, 1975; MSc Immunology, 1982; MD Molecular Virology, 1989)
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Join our 
King’s Society

Once you have finalised your plans, we would love to thank you 
personally and welcome you into the King’s Society.

The King’s Society recognises and celebrates everyone who has chosen  
to leave a gift in their Will to King’s. You will receive invitations to  
special events, updates on the work of the University and, with your 
permission, acknowledgement in our annual report. Please let us know 
when you have made your pledge, so we can invite you to be part of  
this special community. 

Guests enjoying an exclusive look behind-the-scenes during a special legacy event at the 
Maughan Library.
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The inaugural King’s Society Lecture delivered by Vice-Chancellor & President of King’s College 
London, Professor Shitij Kapur.
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Get in touch
with us 

If you would like to discuss your plans, we’d be happy to have  
a confidential conversation with you to ensure we can honour  
your wishes. 

Please get in touch on the  
details below.

Julia Brown 
Head of Legacy & In-Memory Giving

King’s College London 
James Clerk Maxwell Building  
Room 701 
57 Waterloo Road 
London SE1 8WA

Email: julia.4.brown@kcl.ac.uk 
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7848 2635
 
Or visit kcl.ac.uk/legacies








