
 

Masterclass: Demystifying fintech 

Join us for a one-day immersive masterclass to understand why cryptocurrencies, blockchain, and 

similar fintech innovations have attracted such considerable interest from governments, industry 

practitioners and academics alike and how these insights can be leveraged for your own role or 

business. 

Our whistle-stop tour of fintech will map out the recent growth in financial technology, help you identify 

the key trends and opportunities in the fintech ecosystem, and gain a critical understanding of the future of 

money and financial markets. Specifically, topics covered include: 

• Artificial Intelligence/Machine Learning 

• Dynamic data visualisation 

• Cryptocurrencies 

• Blockchain technology 

• FinTech and RegTech  

• Identification of analytics opportunities and value 

measurement 

Financial Work in the Age of Machines 

The first session of the day will explore the disruptive effects of technology on the world of work generally, 

and financial domains more specifically. Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning are creating big 

reverberations in the world of work, impacting upon public and private sectors alike. These reverberations 

will be discussed with a view to understanding the future of work, before considering how technology and 

data analytics are yielding operational efficiencies in financial services just as they simultaneously disrupt 

traditional business models by permitting new entrants unconstrained by legacy systems to enter markets. 

From auditors to bankers to equity analysts, technology is redefining existing roles and creating new 

opportunities for those who can embrace the ‘augmented professional’ model. This session will help you to 

think about how these changes are impacting your own context, and the opportunities, challenges and 

solutions this presents for you. 

Blockchain and Cryptoassets 

The purpose of this second session is to explore the rising popularity of Cryptoassets (CA), an essential 

aspect of FinTech. Cryptoassets have permeated various financial domains and increasingly various 

financial and non-financial institutions (e.g., Facebook) are formulating plans for introducing their own 

cryptoassets. At the same time, their regulatory status continues to be ambiguous, and there is regulatory 

diversity on a global scale. What, then, are cryptoassets? What are their uses and how do they impact 

financial activities and what do you need to know about them? 

Analytics and use cases 

This final session offers participants an overview of recent analytics trends in 

financial services, looking at the rise of Fintech and Regtech. An Advanced 

Analytics Primer will be offered highlighting the potential of analytics solutions, 

‘buy’ vs ‘build’ decisions and innovation in a legacy technology constrained 

environment. We will look at case studies that illustrate the successful monetisation 

of analytics. 

Who is this masterclass for? 

Mid-level to senior managers, 

entrepreneurs, regulators and 

consultants who need to understand 

broad trends in the fintech space, as 

well as those interested in specific use 

applications of analytics. 



 

 

Course leaders 

Professor Crawford Spence 

Crawford is Professor of Accounting, Vice Dean of Corporate Relations and 

Co-Director of the FinWork Futures Research Centre at King’s Business 

School. The FinWork Futures Research Centre explores how technological 

innovation is disrupting financial professions and financial expertise. Prior to 

joining King’s, he was Associate Dean at Warwick Business School with 

responsibility for the School’s academic programmes at its London Shard 

campus, particularly the Executive MBA. Previously, Crawford has worked at 

the United Arab Emirates University, UAE; Concordia University, Canada; 

and, the University of St Andrews, Scotland. He has held visiting appointments 

at Kobe University, Japan; University College Molde, Norway; and, the 

Universidad Publica de Navarra, Spain. He sits on the editorial boards of 

Accounting, Organizations and Society, The Accounting, Auditing and 

Accountability Journal and Contemporary Accounting Research. 

Professor Alexandru Preda 

Alex Preda is Professor of Accounting, Accountability and Financial 

Management at King's Business School. He holds a PhD from the University of 

Bielefeld. Prior to joining King’s he worked at the University of Edinburgh and at 

the University of Konstanz. Alex's principal research activities relate to global 

financial markets, and his research interests include: strategic behaviour in 

financial markets; decision-making and cognitive processes in electronic 

anonymous markets; market automation and trading technologies; valuation 

processes in markets; the role of communication in decision-making processes; 

the public understanding of finance; the governance of global finance. Alex has 

recently conducted an ESRC-funded research project, Technology, Action and 

Cognition in Online Anonymous Markets: A Sociological Study of Non-institutional 

Traders and is investigator on Evaluation Practices in Financial Markets, a five-

year project funded by the European Research Council, working together with colleagues from the 

University of Edinburgh and the London School of Economics. 

Key facts 

King’s Business School Masterclasses are one-day immersive workshops that take a detailed dive into 

current topics and business challenges. At the end of the day you will take away insights and tools you 

can apply to your own context.  

Led by leading King’s Business School academics, the workshops will draw on cutting edge academic 

research combined with a practitioner focus.  

Fee 

£750 including all tuition, materials, lunch and refreshments (10% alumni discount). 

Dates  

Dates and registration instructions will be published soon. For more information on all of our courses 

visit www.kcl.ac.uk/business/executive-education. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kcl.ac.uk/business/executive-education

