
For students studying at King's on a Tier 4 visa who decide to interrupt their studies, or who need to resit some exams or 
retake some modules, there can be serious visa implications as these can disrupt your status as a full-time student. This 
advice guide aims to explore those and provide you with some guidance on how a resit / interruption is likely to affect your 
Tier 4 visa. For more details on the regulations governing exam resits, module retakes and interruptions of studies, in the 
first instance please contact either Registry Services: https://internal.kcl.ac.uk/student/study/Registry-Services/contact.aspx 
, the Academic Centre: https://virtualcampus.kcl.ac.uk/ , or the IoPPN: https://www.kcl.ac.uk/ioppn/divisions/index.aspx  - 
according to the course you are studying and the department you belong to. 

Interruption of Studies
 
Some students may decide (for personal, medical or financial reasons) to take a temporary break in their studies. At King's, 
this is called an Interruption of Studies and needs to be approved at an appropriate level within your academic department. 
If you are on a Tier 4 visa, it will also need to be approved by the Visa Compliance team, and it is recommended that you 
discuss the implications of your interruption on your Tier 4 visa with an International Student Advisor. Once the relevant 
approval has been sought, the Registry Services team will then action your Interruption.
 
Depending on the length of your interruption, you may need to leave the UK during the Interruption of Study, unless 
medical advice states that you are too ill to travel (please keep written evidence of this if it is the case). If you will need 
more time to complete your course as a result of the interruption, the College is required to report this to the Home Office 
to let them know that you have deferred your studies with the intention of returning in future. This means that King's has 
withdrawn sponsorship of your Tier 4 visa during the interruption period.  A withdrawal of sponsorship will normally result 
in curtailment of your visa and the need to apply from your home country for a new Tier 4 visa to return to the UK in order 
to resume studies at a later stage (see next page).

Resits / retakes without attendance (mid-course)

Some students are withdrawn from study due to failed exams, which means that you cannot progress to the next level of 
the course until you have re-taken some resit exams. In this case, you will be resitting without attendance. If you are in this 
situation you will need to leave the UK during the time when you are not attending classes. The College will report this to 
the Home Office, thus withdrawing visa sponsorship. The report to the Home Office will normally result in curtailment of 
your visa and the need for you to apply for a new visa from your home country to return to the UK in order to take the resit 
and proceed with the rest of your course (see overleaf).  

Resits / retakes with attendance
 
In some cases, your Department will recommend that you retake the modules that you failed “in attendance”. This means 
that you will have to re-register to repeat these modules, which will require a payment of the relevant tuition fees for 
those modules again. You can then study these modules on a Tier 4 visa, and you can extend your visa for these modules if 
necessary. 
However, if you are an undergraduate student, it's important to determine whether the retake modules will cover only one 
semester, or both semesters of the academic year. If they cover only one, then you will need to leave the UK during the 
semester you are absent, and apply for a Tier 4 visa from outside the UK to return to the UK to resume your studies. If your 
resit modules cover both semesters of the academic year, then you will be able to continue at King's on your current Tier 
4 visa. The main visa implication in this case is that you will probably need to extend your Tier 4 visa for another year in 
the future, due to the repeat study. As per the UKVI's current Immigration Rules, you can submit this visa application from 
within or from outside the UK. The International Student Advice team can assist you with checking your documents and 
application form for your Tier 4 visa extension.  
 
Please be aware that the Home Office has set a limit of 5 years on the amount of time that can be spent in the UK below 
PhD level for most courses, so students with more than one resit year may be affected by this cap. 
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Resits at the end of your course 

Master's students and some final-year undergraduates may have to take some resits after their course end date and after 
their Tier 4 student visa has expired. In this case, as there is no further attendance on the course required, the College will 
not be able to sponsor you for a Tier 4 visa. Instead, you must leave the UK, and apply for a Short-term Study visa to return 
for the resit exam(s) .

What happens when a visa is curtailed?

If you need to leave the UK and then later return to resume your course or take your resit exams, King's must report your 
interruption / resit to UKVI, which will result in your existing Tier 4 visa being curtailed. When your visa has been curtailed, 
the Home Office will send a PDF letter to the email address provided by King's College. This means it is important that you 
keep your online Student Record updated with your current contact details, including a working email address. 
The Home Office's communication will confirm the curtailment and the new date that your visa will now expire. You will 
usually have 60 days from the date of the letter to leave the UK. After 60 days, you no longer have the right to remain in 
the UK and become an ‘overstayer’. It's important to keep this letter for your records, as you may need the details of the 
curtailment for any future immigration applications you make. 

IMPORTANT: In the past, the Home Office has not always been successful in notifying students that their immigration 
permission has been curtailed. To avoid accidently staying in the UK illegally, we would strongly recommend that you leave 
the UK as soon as possible once the Visa Compliance team has notified you that they have withdrawn sponsorship of your 
current Tier 4 visa.

Applying for a new visa to return to the UK 
 
In the scenarios described on the previous page, if you need to leave the UK, you will need to consider the following 
options for your visa to return to the UK: 

Applying for a new Tier 4 visa from your home country would be an appropriate option to return to studies following an 
interruption, or if you plan to take your resit and then continue with your studies shortly afterwards. In this case, about 3 
months before you are due to return to the UK, please request a new CAS by completing the CAS request form available on 
Student Support Online.  Where relevant, please include information about your resit date, or the date when you plan to 
continue with your studies. Please note that you cannot apply for a Tier 4 visa more than 3 months before your resit date 
or planned return to full-time study, and you will not be able to re-enter the UK more than 1 month in advance. Please 
refer to our webpages on Applying for a Tier 4 visa from outside the UK for guidance, and do contact us if you require any 
assistance with your Tier 4 application.

A Short-term Study visa will be an appropriate option if you have an examination in the middle of your interruption 
period, or if your resits only require you to be in the UK for a short amount of time.  Furthermore, if you are going to take a 
resit exam after the end date of your course (as per the scenario at the top of this page), you will need to apply for a Short-
term Study visa to return to the UK. You can request a Short-term Study visa letter by completing a Non-Standard Letter 
Request form on the internal Registry Services webpages:  
https://internal.kcl.ac.uk/student/study/Registry-Services/Registry-Services-Enquiry-Forms/Registry-Services-Enquiries.aspx 

Please include the date / month of your resit so that this information can be included in the letter. Please refer to our 
webpage on the Short-term Study Visa for guidance, and don't hesitate to contact us if you have any questions about 
applying for a Short-term Study visa. 

Finally, if you would prefer to arrange to sit a resit exam in your home country, you could make Alternative Venue 
Arrangements as per https://www.kcl.ac.uk/campuslife/acservices/Examinations/PAA/Alternative-Venue-Arrangements 
. Please note that this only applies in certain situations (as outlined on the above webpage) and you will need to seek 
confirmation from your department before applying to sit your exam in your home country.

If you would like to discuss the immigration options for your resits / return to the UK, in more detail,  
please do not hesitate to contact International Student Advice.
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