
King’s Student Advice Service is here to help you with any money worries you may have during your time 
at King’s. Our Money Mentors can help you to make the most of your money, whatever your budget.  
Remember to claim everything you are entitled to and seek help and guidance when needed. Here is our 
essential list of options to explore if you find that you are in financial hardship.

Help from King’s
• King’s Hardship Fund (KHF) – a discretionary fund to assist pre-2012 and NHS funded students on low 

incomes who may need extra financial support. Limited assistance to UK postgraduates who can demon-
strate they could full fund the course initially and there has been a significant change in circumstances. 

• King’s Student Fund – a fund for extra financial assistance for post 2012 home undergraduate students, 
on non-NHS funded programmes who are in financial need. 

• Perseverance Trust Hardship Bursary – a specific Hardship Fund for Nursing and Midwifery three year 
degree students and PG Dip Nursing students enrolling from September 2015  

• Dr Margaret Bond Medical Hardship Fund – For undergraduates undertaking an MBBS degree 
programme
www.kcl.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/fees-and-funding/student-funding/hardship-funds/index.aspx

• King’s Bursaries – in addition to the King’s Living Bursary, the Student Funding Office administers a 
number of other bursaries which are targeted at particular subjects and open throughout the year.  
Check here regularly for more details: http://www.kcl.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/fees-and-funding/
student-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries/bursaries/index.aspx

• King’s Affordable Accommodation Scheme – applications are open to first year undergraduates only, 
prior to starting at King’s but in exceptional cases the Student Advice Service can ask the Residence Team 
to consider you for an in-year award. 

Charitable Trusts
There are many charitable trusts or private funders that can help students with some of their living costs, 
tuition fees, or to complete an optional part of study such as electives or study abroad.  Eligibility is based 
on age, gender, religion, ethnicity, health, disability, place of birth or residence, life events, occupation and 
parental occupation, as well as current individual circumstances.

The following websites can help you to compile a list of potential charities to apply to:
• Turn2Us: www.turn2us.org.uk
• Money4MedStudents: www.money4medstudents.org
• The Alternative Guide to PG Funding: www.postgraduate-funding.com

It is usually advisable to apply to university hardship funds before approaching Charitable Trusts as 
they will expect you to exhaust all other options first.  You should also check with the Student Advice      
Team or Student Funding Office to make sure that your student funding is correct.
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Top tips when applying for financial help (summarised from Money4MedStudents)

• Don’t apply unless you meet the criteria. 
• Apply in the correct manner, some use applications forms, other will require a letter and some will only 

accept applications via a Student Money Advisor or Social Worker.
• Tailor your applications rather than sending out a standard letter; always highlight how you meet their 

individual criteria.
• What makes you special? Most students are short of cash but if you have particularly difficult 

circumstances, explain this in your application. Examples include being from a low-income family, having 
a disability, having children or caring responsibilities or being a final year student with no time for paid 
work.

• Include a budget that clearly states all income, including Student Loan, grants, NHS bursary, part-time 
work wages and money from other fundraising efforts plus all your expenditure.

• Why do you need money? Be specific and use your budget to demonstrate your funding shortfall.
• Don’t expect lots of money from funders. Asking for thousands of pounds is unrealistic.
• Do include the details of other the other funders that you are applying to, including the amount of 

assistance you are asking for.  If you need to raise funds from several sources this will help show that your 
situation is sustainable.

• Most funders like to know a bit about you so highlight your good points including any voluntary work, 
part-time and vacation work and membership of societies

• Enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope with your application
• Don’t expect a quick reply. Most funders have a board of trustees that meet a few times a year so plan 

ahead and apply before you need money
• Remember to write to say thanks if you’re successful in receiving funding. You could even offer to 

contribute to the fund in the future when you’re in a better financial position.

Other options
Student Finance Reassessment – Have you had a significant change of circumstances in your household
income? For example has your parent’s annual salary dropped by 15%? It might be a good idea to have your
Student Finance application reassessed, we can help you with this or you can submit the forms yourself.
www.gov.uk/apply-for-student-finance/change-an-application

Part-time Work – The Careers services can help you job search for part-time work whist you study
www.kcl.ac.uk/campuslife/services/careers/Students-Graduates/Jobs/Part-time-work.aspx

Take control of your budget – Use your King’s email to register for Blackbullion free budgeting tools          
www.blackbullion.com or download/pick-up our Budget It! guide from www.kcl.ac.uk/money

Help and advice

Have a chat with a Money Mentor – fellow students who have been especially trained to help assist you 
with your money related questions. They will be out and about over campaign weeks or email us your query.

Speak to a Student Advisor – We have dedicated specialist money advisors who can advise you on your 
options if you are in financial hardship, check your student finance award, help with hardship applications 
and advise on welfare benefits and help with housing costs.  www.kcl.ac.uk/advice

Speak to the Student Funding Office – The team can check your application with student finance, confirm 
additional funds at the university, advise on evidence required for hardship applications and process the 
bursary, hardship and other funding applications. www.kcl.ac.uk/funding

Speak to the Graduate School – If you are a postgraduate student the school can confirm if there are 
scholarships and other sources of support available for postgraduate students
www.kcl.ac.uk/study/graduate-school/index


