
Opening a bank account in the UK is the safest and most convenient way to manage your money. You should be able to 
open a ‘basic bank account’ with a number of different banks. A ‘basic bank account’ provides easy access to banking 
facilities for adults in the UK.  Additionally, some banks offer a bank account tailored specifically for your needs as an 
international student.

Be Aware!

• You will need to provide evidence to be able to open a bank account – banks usually require several bits of 
documentation

• It may take a few weeks to get your bank account fully set up
• Your debit card and pin number will be sent to you in the post
• Ensure you bring sufficient funds to cover initial expenses for your first month in the UK

We do not advise that you travel with large amounts of cash as it is not safe to do so, come with some cash for general 
spending (food and travel) but with a means to access more by travellers checks or a debit card from home.  This can 
be costly so do weigh up your options carefully, further guidance over page. 

Which bank should I choose?

We cannot recommend a specific bank, it is down to you to do the research and see which will be the best option for 
you given your circumstances. All banks will normally offer you a basic current account to begin with and may offer you 
further services after you have banked with them for some time. UKCISA provide more information and useful links on 
their pages: https://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Studying--living-in-the-UK/Opening-a-bank-account

What do I need to open a bank account?

What you need to provide varies depending on which bank you choose to open an account with, but generally most 
banks will require identification (Passport or visa), confirmation of study and proof of address in the UK (e.g. letter 
from King’s, utility bill or housing contract).

How to obtain your status letter

• You must be enrolled at King’s to be able to get a Confirmation of Study letter
• Your UK and overseas addresses need to be up to date. You can edit these in Student Records
• Check the spelling of your name. It must be identical to the spelling on your identification. 

If not, contact Student Services to discuss how to resolve this.
• You can download your Confirmation of Study letter from Student Records and print a copy or send it electronically 

to your bank.  If your details are incorrect check they are correct on Student Records and try again.  If you do 
experience any problems with your bank requiring further information or questioning the validity of your letter 
please contact Student Services www.kcl.ac.uk/student-help

I have just arrived in the UK and I don’t have a permanent address yet – Can I open a bank account?
You will need to find a permanent address before you can open a bank account. When you find accommodation, make 
sure you update your address in Student Records and apply for a bank account as soon as possible.

My programme of study is less than six months – Can I open a bank account?
Not all banks will consider students who are in the UK for a short period of time. You will need to do some research 
and see which banks might offer you an account.  You may wish to look into obtaining a Prepaid cash card instead but 
be aware of the charges and limitations of these cards when making purchases or withdrawing cash.
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Can I get printed bank statements?
We recommend that you opt in for printed statements, rather than online, as the UKVI will request these if you apply 
to extend your visa.

Where can I open a bank account?
You will usually need to visit the bank branch, there are many banks within walking distance of all King’s campuses.  
However, a number of highstreet banks now process account opening online.

What is the best way to bring money with me into the UK?
Ask your bank in your home country to give you a cheque in sterling (UK pounds £). The cheque will take a few working 
days to clear once you have paid it into your new bank account. You can also use Travellers Cheques which can be 
cashed at the Post Office or High Street bank but do check the fees charged. Alternatively you can transfer money from 
home once you have opened a bank account. Ensure you bring sufficient funds to cover initial expenses for your first 
months in the UK. Only travel with the cash you will need for a couple of days, it is not advisable or safe to travel with 
large amounts of cash.

Can I open an account based on Sharia principles?

Check bank websites and publicity materials. Some mainstream banks offer accounts and services that meet these 
principles. Al Rayan Bank is approved by the Sharia Committee.  The Money Advice Service has further information 
here: www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk/en/articles/sharia-compliant-savings

Further advice and information:

Student Services
Student Status letters and referrals to other services
Web: www.kcl.ac.uk/student-help

Advice & Guidance
Practical advice and help with money, immigration, housing and other related matters
Attend a campus drop-in: www.kcl.ac.uk/drop-in
Web: www.kcl.ac.uk/advice

British Banking Association
Guide for International Students – Opening a UK bank account: 
www.bba.org.uk/publication/leaflets/international-students/

UK Council for International Student Affairs (UKCISA)
More information and useful links on opening a bank account in the UK
www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Studying--living-in-the-UK/Opening-a-bank-account

Money Advice Service
Although written for UK residents travelling overseas, this is still a useful article for anyone travelling to another 
country wanting to manage their money effectively and safeky: www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk/en/articles/travel-
money-options-cash-cards-and-travellers-cheques
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