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Contents and challenges

ÅKey Sites
ÅLife in the Mycenaean Age
ÅDecorative Arts
ÅTombs, Graves and Burials

ÅPrescribed Sources: artworks, architectural features, plans and 
Linear B
ÅPrehistory/protohistory: creating a narrative
ÅInterpreting visual/material culture - reading plans and images









MYCENAE τΨDw!±9 /Lw/[9{Ω

A Schliemann

(1876)

Later, richer,

fewer burials

BMylonas

(1952 - 4)

Earlier, poorer,

more burials



SHAFT GRAVE FORM AND LAYOUT



Mycenae wall

1) c. 1340 BC

2) c. 1250 BC

3) c. 1200 BC



SHAFT GRAVE MATERIAL QUALITIES

ÅMartial

ÅElaboration of body

ÅBiographical

ÅExotic 

ïóEastô (Crete; eastern Med; Anatolia)ô

ÅóNorthô (Baltic; filtered through C Europe?)





MYCENAE

LH IIIA , c.1340 BC

LH IIIB1, c.1250 BC



Lion Gate

Mycenae



MYCENAEAN THOLOS (ATREUS)



MYCENAEAN THOLOS (ATREUS)



Treasury of Atreus
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Megaron 





Page-shaped tablet

Elongated / ópalm-leaf tabletô

Linear B
Clay documents



Linear B

The syllabary,

after Pylos scribe

of Class I



Logograms, óideogramsô or commodity signs

Linear B



Measures and numerals



Large scale Animal husbandry Manufacture
agriculture

ÅRecords of taxation 
ÅLand-holdings
ÅReligious offerings
ÅContributions to 

festivals & banquets
ÅInventories 



Administrative bureaucracy

óperipheralô

ócentralô / óarchivalô



Potentials & Limitations

Åtexts can offer:

Åspecific types of information re. individual actions

Åqualitative / quantitative information re. commodities not 
preserved (e.g., textiles; oil)

Å(Linear B) textscannot offer:

Ådiachronic perspective τneeds to be linked to archaeological 
data

Åtotal, panoptic view τselective and written from particular 
point of view



Mycenaean textiles

Detail of "Campstool" Fresco 

Knossos, c. l450-l350

Detail of woman in Tiryns ñProcession

Frescoò



BRONZE Pylos ïóbronzeô:

c. 576 kg allocated to

c. 300 smiths

at 17 locations

Dendrapanoply



ÅPO-TI-NI-JA. Potnia

ÅPO-SE-DA-O-NE. Poseidon 

ÅPO-SI-DA-E-JA. Posidaieia

ÅDI-WE/DI-WI-JE-U. Zeus

ÅDI-W-JA. Diwia

ÅE-RA. Hera

ÅA-TI-MI-TE. Artemis

ÅE-MA-A. Hermes

ÅA-RE-JA. Ares?

ÅDI-WO-NU-SO-JO. Dionysos

ÅMA-TE-RE TE-I-JA. Mater theia

Pylos Deities

TE-O-I. The gods

TE-O. (The) god



Offerings: bloodless 

Honey

Wool

Cheese

Wine

Barley

Other terms:
Å TE-O-PO-RI-JA ( = theophoria). A 

festival



Offerings: bloodless 

Honey Oil

Blood sacrifice:
Suovetaurilia
Å Sus: pig

Å Ovis: sheep

Å Taurus: bull

Festivals:

Å RE-KE-TO-RO-RI-JO. 
Lekhestroterion

Å TO-NO-E-KE-TE-RI-JO. 

Thronohelkesterion

Å ME-TU-WO NE-WO

Å TU-RU-PTE-RE-JA. Thrypteria

Cult personnel:
Å I-JE-RE-U = hiereus
Å I-JE-RE-JA = hiereia

Å KA-RA-WI-PO-RO (=klarwiphoros)

Å PU-KO-WO (=purkooi)

Å KI-RE-TI-WI-JA

Å I-JE-RO-WO-KO (=the hierourgoi)



Implications of decipherment

ÅMycenaeans spoke Greek

ÅGreek did not arrive with the Dorian invasion after 

the fall of the palaces

ÅHomer s heroes spoke Greek in the Bronze Age
ÅOral poetry handed down traditions in Greek

ÅThe Mycenaeans worshipped deities with the same 

names as later Greeks

ÅRewriting of European history



Chronological sequence

Minoans   Mycenaeans    Dark Age  Homer   Classical

Birth of 

western 

historyé



Mycenae Lion Gate

Dodwell 1834



Warrior Vase 



Boar tusks 
helmets


