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if a woman asks her husband 

about what happened in the 

assembly, he tells her to shut 

up quiet, as it is none of her 

business, or ‘he’d give me an 

angry look straightaway and 

tell me to spin my thread or 

else he’d see I had a 

headache for weeks’: ‘war is 

for men to take care of’’ 



Pericles in Thucydides Book 2: ‘About the virtues of a wife, I can convey my 

whole message in a brief exhortation: your glory is great if you do not fail to 

live up to your own nature, and if there is the least possible talk of you 

among men either for praise or blame.’



Thesmophoria



Girls learning textile production in the gynaikeion.





Menander’s Bad-Tempered Man (Dyskolos): two 

father-and-son pairs marry off their daughters/sisters



Images on the lebes gamikos of wedding day



Penelope’s unending shroud



Dying in childbirth; mourning the dead



Ovid’s Art of Love Book 3 addressed to Penthesilea and her 

Amazons = Women Love-Warriors 



Augustus: Moral Reforms & Temple of Apollo on the Palatine Hill


