
QDLCA 2026 – Programme

Registration & Opening 9:00–9:30

Coffee break10:30–11:00

Michele Ciletti (University of Foggia)
A GraphRAG Approach to the Quantitative Analysis of Latin Rhetoric

Keynote – Barbara McGillivray (King’s College London)
Making a Quantitative Historical Linguistics Framework Work in Practice

9:30–10:30

11:00–12:30 Erin Canning (University of Oxford)
A computational approach to analysing changing perceptions of language in museum catalogue
records

Suchana Datta, Derek Greene, Gerardine Meaney, Karen Wade (University College
Dublin)
Exploring Historical Literature Using Information Retrieval: From Dataset Formation to Insights

12:30–13:30 Lunch break

13:30–15:00 Roberta Grazia Leotta (Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore), Valentina Lunardi
(University of California, Los Angeles), Andrea Farina (King’s College London)
Synsets, Emotions, and Cultural Shifts: A Diachronic Study of Conceptual Metaphors in Latin

Bách Phan-Tất (KU Leuven)
Slot-Filler Distributional Changes in Times of Scientific Debate: A case study of air

David Goldstein, Valentina Lunardi (University of California, Los Angeles)
Christian loanwords in Latin evolve in clustered bursts

Coffee break15:00–15:30

15:30–17:00 Julie Nijs, Anthe Sevenants, Freek Van de Velde, Dirk Speelman (KU Leuven)
Micro to macro: dissecting language change through individual variation in twelve alternations

Chiara Fedriani, Francesca Strik-Lievers (University of Genoa)
Requests in the history of Italian: a diachronic and culturally informed corpus-pragmatic approach

Susan Fitzmaurice, Catherine Wong (University of Sheffield)
Liberty vs. Freedom. A quantitative story of lexical stability and conceptual complexity.

DAY 1 – 15 JAN 2026



Coffee break10:00–10:30

Matteo Pellegrini, Francesco Mambrini, Giovanni Moretti, Marco Passarotti
(Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore)
Improving Access to Diachronic Latin Resources through Chronological Modelling in LiLa

Keynote – Erich Round (University of Surrey)
From a cognitive shortcut to millennia of persistence: Modelling how 
inflection classes emerge and survive

9:00–10:00

10:30–12:00 Robin J. Ryder (Imperial College London)
A statistical framework to infer language history from raw word forms

Antti Kanner (University of Turku)
Capturing Distributional Shifts in Diachronic Corpora: ARD Models as a Framework for
Linguistic Dynamics

12:00–13:00 Lunch break

13:00–14:00 Poster session (see next page) 

Jurica Polančec (Old Church Slavonic Institute Zagreb)
Patterns of variation in nominal inflection in Croatian Church Slavonic

Matthias Schöffel (Bayerische Akademie der Wissenschaften), Yasmine Posillipo
(Universität des Saarlandes), Ragini Menon, Sabine Tittel (Heidelberger Akademie der
Wissenschaften), Maria Selig (Universität Regensburg)
Exploring cross-lingual transfer learning for medieval medical texts: addressing diachronic
challenges in Old Italian using French, Occitan, and Spanish

Coffee break15:30–16:00

16:00–17:30 Federica Colella (Università degli Studi della Campania Luigi Vanvitelli), Andrea Farina
(King’s College London)
Wounds and Strikes: Tracking Semantic Change in Latin vulnus and plaga with LLMs

Eleni Bozia (University of Florida)
Mapping Atticism: Constructional Signatures in Greek Oratory with Wavelet Features

Zinaida Geylikman (Université Paris Cité)
‘Collecting butterflies’ matters: lexical frequencies and agency of power

14:00–15:30 Lisa Sophie Albertelli, Lorenzo Augello, Giulia Calvi (Università Cattolica del Sacro
Cuore), Annachiara Clementelli (Università per Stranieri di Perugia), Claudia Corbetta
(University of Pavia/Bergamo), Federica Iurescia (Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore)
Tracing absence across centuries: a data-driven comparison of ellipsis in Tacitus and Dante

Closing17:30–17:45

QDLCA 2026 – Programme DAY 2 – 16 JAN 2026



13:15–14:00

Annachiara Clementelli (Università per Stranieri di Perugia)
The transformation of the ablative gerund in Late Latin: quantitative remarks

Jing Chen (University of Milano-Bicocca), Emmanuele Chersoni, Chu-Ren Huang (The
Hong Kong Polytechnic University), Marco Marelli (University of Milano-Bicocca)
Anchoring novel compounds to existing conceptual systems: A diachronic perspective

Ángela María Gómez-Zuluaga, Dirk Speelman (KU Leuven)
Bridging diachronic lexical semantics and conceptual history: the semantic evolution of ‘progress’ in
18 th century Britain

Nina Dumrukcic, Beatrix Busse (University of Cologne)
Monarchs, Meanings, and Methods: Quantifying Linguistic Shifts and Cultural Heritage After the
Passing of Elizabeth II

Anastasiia Vestel, Stefania De Gaetano-Ortlieb (Saarland University)
Tracking Linguistic Shifts in Russian Propaganda: A Diachronic Analysis Using KLD

Flavio Massimiliano Cecchini, Manou Vermeire, Raf Van Rooy (KU Leuven)
Latin-Greek code-switching in letters. A diachronic comparison between Pliny the Younger and
Erasmus of Rotterdam

Eleanor Home (University College London) 
Determining Classifier Variation in Hittite Festival Texts: A Diachronic Perspective

Poster session DAY 2 – 16 JAN 2026


