
Is a global common reference for academic freedom desirable? Is it possible? 

Speakers’ biographies 

 

Santiago Amaya  

Chair, Department of Philosophy and Co-director, Moral Judgement and Emotions Lab, Universidad de los 
Andes Bogota Colombia, Colombia. 

An associate professor in the Department of Philosophy of the Faculty of Social Sciences of the 
Universidad de los Andes, Santiago Amaya works at the intersection between philosophy of mind and 
philosophy of action. He is also interested in the relationship between psychology and philosophy, as 
well as the psychology of moral judgment and the practices of attribution of responsibility and blame. 
He directs the research projects Latam Free Will agency and responsibility, and Off the Rails: Moral 
Psychology Beyond Traditional Borders. 

 

Stéphanie Balme 

Dean, Sciences Po University College, Sciences Po Academic Freedom Officer, Professor at Paris School 
International Affairs & Research Director at CERI/Sciences Po, France. 

Stephanie Balme is a founding member of ESDI (European Science Diplomacy Initiative) and ECLS (EU- 
China Law Studies Association), and vice-president of the latter. She has been a consultant for 
international organisations including the World Bank, OECD, IMF and the European Union, and was 
appointed at the French ministry of foreign affairs as the Attachée for scientific and higher education 
cooperation in Beijing. 

As a Sciences Po faculty, Stéphanie Balme was posted as a Visiting Professor at the Chinese University 
of Hong Kong in 2003 and then at Tsinghua University Law School (2006-2012). She has also taught in 
universities in India and Canada, and in the US at Columbia University Law School.  

She has published 9 books and over 50 academic articles. Her research now focuses on China’s 
science, technology and innovation policies, on EU-US-China relations, EU’s China foreign policy as well 
as “science diplomacy” as a concept and practice.  

 

C. Raj Kumar  

Founding Vice Chancellor, O.P. Jindal Global University, India. 

Professor Kumar is a legal scholar and works in the fields of human rights and development, 
comparative constitutional law, terrorism and national security, corruption and governance, law and 
disaster management, legal education and higher education. He has published seven books and over 
150 publications in peer-reviewed journals, law reviews and other publishing houses based in Australia, 
Hong Kong, India, Japan, Singapore, UK and the USA. As Attorney at Law, he is admitted to the Bar 
Council of Delhi, India and the Bar of the State of New York, USA. He also serves as Director of the 
International Institute for Higher Education Research & Capacity Building. 

Professor Kumar has taught at the School of Law of City University of Hong Kong and been a consultant 
to the United Nations University in Tokyo, UNDP, UN Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights, 
and the International Council for Human Rights Policy.  



 

Monika Steinel 

Deputy Secretary General, European University Association, Belgium. 

Monika has been Deputy Secretary General of European University Association (EUA) since October 
2021. In this role, she shares strategic oversight of different elements of EUA’s work and contributes to 
the Association’s organisational development, including the implementation of a new membership 
strategy. She also deputises for the Secretary General when necessary and leads EUA’s activities on 
academic freedom and university values. Monika has been with EUA since 2010, initially in the 
Governance, Autonomy and Funding unit where she implemented EUA’s flagship Autonomy Scorecard 
project. In 2012, she moved to the Secretary General’s office to support EUA leadership in overall 
policy development and association management. Monika holds a PhD from University College London, 
an MSc from the London School of Economics, and a BA from the University of York. 

 

Adrienne Stone 

Melbourne Laureate Professor, University of Melbourne, Australia.  

Director of the Centre for Comparative Constitutional Studies at Melbourne Law School, Adrienne 
Stone researches in the areas of constitutional law and theory, freedom of expression and academic 
freedom. Among her recent works are Open Minds: Academic Freedom and Freedom of Speech (2021, 
co-authored with Carolyn Evans) and the Oxford Handbook on Freedom of Speech (2021, co-edited with 
Frederick Schauer). She is a founding editor of Comparative Constitutional Studies, the immediate past 
President of the International Association of Constitutional Law, and an elected Fellow of the Academy 
of Social Sciences in Australia and the Australian Academy of Law. 

 

Kwadwo Appiagyei-Atua 

Associate Professor at the School of Law, University of Ghana, Legon, Accra, Ghana. 

Kwadwo Appiagyei-Atua teaches Public International Law and International Human Rights Law at the 
University of Ghana, of which he is the representative lecturer in the LLM Programme in Human Rights 
and Democratisation at the University of Pretoria, South Africa. He received a Marie Curie International 
Incoming Fellowship to conduct a research project on ‘Building Academic Freedom and Democracy in 
Africa’ from Lincoln University. Kwadwo is a Consultant to the AU Commission on COVID-19; UNESCO 
Consultant on the Development of a Study on Scientific Freedom in Africa; member of the UN Working 
Group on Academic Freedom; board member of the Global Observatory on Academic Freedom; 
ambassador of the Magna Charta Observatory; and member of the Academic Freedom Committee of 
the International Studies Association at the University of Connecticut.  

His research interests are post-colonial analysis of the historiography of international law, human rights 
and academic freedom. 

 

Katrin Kinzelbach 

Visiting Professor at the Transnational Law Institute/Dickson Poon School of Law, King's College London and 
Professor of International Politics of Human Rights, Institute for Political Science, FAU Erlangen-Nürnberg, 
Germany. 



In her home university FAU Erlangen-Nürnberg, Katrin Kinzelbach is professor of political science and 
co-director of FAU’s interdisciplinary MA Human Rights programme. She is also an associated project 
manager at the V-Dem Institute, University of Gothenburg, where she focuses on the worldwide 
assessment of academic freedom. She is engaged in various committees on the same topic, for 
example the Academic Freedom Committee of the International Studies Association.  

Before joining FAU, Kinzelbach was associate director of the Global Public Policy Institute, and a visiting 
professor at Central European University in Budapest. She spent her postdoc years in Hangzhou, China 
(2011-2012). Prior still, she worked as a research associate at the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human 
Rights. Outside of think tanks and academia, Kinzelbach has also worked for the United Nations 
Development Programme, serving at various duty stations around the world between 2001 and 2007. 

 

Robert C. Post 

Sterling Professor of Law, Yale Law School, USA. 

Robert Post is Sterling Professor of Law at Yale Law School, where he served as dean from 2009 until 
2017. Before coming to Yale, he taught at the University of California at Berkeley School of Law. He 
specialises in constitutional law, with a particular emphasis on the First Amendment, and is also a legal 
historian. 

Robert Post has written and edited numerous books, including Democracy, Expertise, Academic 
Freedom: A First Amendment Jurisprudence for the Modern State (2012) and For the Common Good: 
Principles of American Academic Freedom (with Matthew M. Finkin, 2009), which has become the 
standard reference for the meaning of academic freedom in the US Post was for a time the General 
Counsel for the American Association of University Professors (AAUP) and sat on the AAUP Committee 
which adjudicates alleged violations of academic freedom in the US. 

 

Catharine R. Stimpson 

Dean Emerita and Professor Emerita at New York University, USA. 

Professor Stimpson joined New York University in 1998 as University Professor and Dean of the 
Graduate School of Arts and Science. She stepped down as Dean in 2010. During her career at NYU, 
she served as an affiliated faculty member of the NYU Law School Faculty, New York University Abu 
Dhabi, and the Department of Applied Statistics, Social Science, and Humanities, Steinhardt School, 
New York University. She was a senior research fellow in the Steinhardt Institute for Higher Education 
Policy.  Professor Stimpson has lectured at approximately 400 institutions and events around the 
world. She is the author of a novel, the editor of eight books, and has published over 150 monographs, 
essays, stories, and reviews. 

Professor Stimpson is known for her role as a public intellectual and her public service, which includes 
her writing on the humanities, liberal arts, and the university. She is a member of the board of directors 
of educational, philanthropic, and cultural organisations, including Scholars at Risk, whose board she 
chaired until December 2020, the Magna Charta Observatory, and New York Live Arts. 

 

 


