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I have an idea (super early idea) and can I apply for the 
King’s20?  

Brilliant – everything starts with an idea! The King’s20 
Accelerator is specifically for entrepreneurs and 
entrepreneurially minded individuals who have already proven 
there is a need for their solution, through validation. If you think 
you have a brilliant business idea that you would like to develop, 
we recommend you visit our website here.  

I’m interested in applying for the King’s20 Accelerator, 
does it matter what stage my Venture is at? 

Ventures with the highest levels of success on the programme, 
are those that have soundly validated the need for their 
innovative solution and are clearly able to demonstrate the 
purpose and need. Therefore, this is the earliest stage of entry 
onto the King’s20 Accelerator. The King’s20 Accelerator is open 
for applications annually and therefore you can always apply to 
join us in the future.  

I’ve spoken with 100 people about my solution, is this 
enough?  

You’re off to a great start – we’d love to set you a challenge of 
speaking with even more people in advance of submitting your 
application. There are many ways you can validate your idea – 
perhaps you’d benefit from speaking with a member from the EI 
team. You can book a 1:1 to specifically work on your validation 
in support of your King’s20 Application throughout the month 
on May here.

What is the process to apply for the King’s20?  

The application is an online submission consisting of a 
60-second video pitch and traditional application form via F6S. 
Applications will open at noon, on Wednesday 13th April and 
close at midnight on Sunday 12th June 2022. The application 
form will explore questions onyour business, problem/solution, 
traction and future ambitions. To view an example of the 
‘King’s20 Application Form 2022/23’ click here. 
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https://www.kcl.ac.uk/entrepreneurship/develop-your-idea
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/entrepreneurship/assets/what-is-idea-validation.pdf
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/HollyKnowerHeadofVentures@emc.kcl.ac.uk/bookings/s/Kf_8sXIf-Eig5UfIDp60bw2
https://www.f6s.com/kings20-acceleator-202223/apply
https://kcl.ac.uk/entrepreneurship/assets/kings20-application-form.pdf
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Is the King’s20 Accelerator open to co-founders who are  
not associated with KCL?  

Yes, as long as one member of the founding or leadership team is  
either a student, alumnus or staff member of King’s College London. 

Can I join the King’s20 Accelerator as a solo founder? 

The King’s20 Accelerator is open to both teams and solo founders  
– one of the reasons why our community is so important. We’re 
extremely passionate about ensuring our solo founders feel as though 
they have a wider support mechanism from our King’s20 community.   

Is there a fixed equity assigned to the Entrepreneurship 
Institute in exchange for participation in the King’s20 
accelerator? 

At the Entrepreneurship Institute, we do not take equity in any of the 
ventures on the King’s20. We do have a ‘Convertible Loan Note’ in 
place for any Ventures that exceed £1 million in revenue within 5 years 
post-programme, to support the next generation of entrepreneurs.  

What is the expectation in terms of number of hours of 
workshops, etc per week?  

Individuals working full-time are welcome to apply for the King’s20 
Acceleraor. We’re exceptionally passionate about ensuring wellness 
amongst our entrepreneurs and therefore we will take this into 
consideration with our decision in regard to whether we feel you can 
manage both working full-time and running a start-up.  
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I work full-time, can I apply to join the King’s20 
Accelerator?  

We’re exceptionally passionate about ensuring wellness amongst 
our entrepreneurs and therefore you are welcome to apply 
to the programme. However, you should be mindful of your 
commitments,  
as to whether you can manage both working full-time and running 
a start-up.  

Can I continue to work and finish my PhD part-time while 
being a part of the programme? 

The programme is open to current students, staff and alumni and 
therefore you can be involved in the King's20 during your studies. 

In light of COVID-19, does the King’s20 Accelerator offer a 
hybrid programme?  

The COVID-19 pandemic was a great learning curve for the 
King’s20 Accelerator and enabled us to test the digitisation of 
a 12-month programme. We have proven that the King’s20 
Accelerator works favourably as an online offer and therefore 
we will be operating a hybrid model. We will always try to 
accommodate a hybrid model however at times, there might be 
some areas which are only available in-person or online.   

I can see from the ‘King’s20 Information Pack’ that there 
is an ‘Selection Panel’? What will this involve, and will the 
interviews be held in-person?  

The selection panel will invite up to 50 shortlisted companies to 
meet with the Entrepreneurship Institute team. Interviews will  
last for up to 30 minutes and will consist of a 5-minute presentation 
on your venture inclusive of the impact being involved in the 
King’s20 Accelerator would mean to you and your venture, 
followed by a series of Q&A with an esteemed panel.  
Interviews will be held online. 
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I have a team of 4 and would like to use your office in Bush 
House. Is this possible?  

The world of the ‘physical’ office is changed forever. Our space 
in Bush House will become an inclusive environment for our 
communities connected to the Entrepreneurship Institute. 
Bookable hotdesking facilities will be available for up to 5 team 
members amongst King’s20 ventures.  

Will the co-working space be bookable at the weekends? 

Yes, you will be able to book to work in Bush House throughout 
the weekend.  

Do we have to be in London for one year as part of the 
Accelerator? 

The COVID-19 pandemic has broadened the scope of participation 
from companies outside of London, and therefore ventures can 
apply and participate from outside the UK.  
 
Are the bootcamps and workshops always on weekdays?
 
To date, the Bootcamps have been held in 3-hour chunks, 
fortnightly on weekdays, predominately Wednesdays. Dependent 
on the final make up of the cohort, these sessions might alter based 
on the percentage of ventures working full time!  

We also do run workshops in early evenings to accommodate those 
who have limited availability during the days.  

If I am selected onto the King’s20 but my founding team 
are not part of the King’s eco-system, will they be able  
to participate in the bootcamps and workshops?  

The majority of sessions delivered throughout the King’s20 
Accelerator can be attended by the wider team as part of our 
commitment to developing ‘Entrepreneurial Mindsets’. A couple of 
sessions might only be suitable for the founder/co-founder however 
this will be communicated in advance. 

How competitive is the program? 

The programme usually sees 200 applications per year. Favourable 
application will have validated, validated, validated the need for 
their solution! 



 Does it matter if we aren't generating revenue yet?

Absolutely not, it’s our job to get you revenue generating. If you are 
revenue generating, it’s our job help you scale quick!

Do people taking part in the Kings20 have to be working full 
time on their ventures?

King’s20 ventures are expected to ‘spend as much time on their 
ventures, as possible’. The programme allows flexibility and being a 
‘remote-first’ accelerator will aid this future. 
 
How long are the bootcamps?

Bootcamps are usually 3 hours. 
 
Given the 1:1’s that are after the 14th of April date, does it 
make sense for us to apply closer to the closing date ?

Applications will be collected via F6S. The platform enables you 
to start and stop your application throughout the 8 week period 
applications are open for and therefore do not rush to submit your 
application. Use the 1:1’s as an opportunity to discuss how you 
continue to strengthen your application. 

Does validation just mean customer feedback or can it be 
wider research/statistics/conversations with experts that 
demonstrate need within the field? Would you prefer to 
see social media followers or mailing list sign ups to show 
traction?

It can be broad and wide  Every validation technique will vary, 
dependant on your sector and therefore explore which ever method 
of validation, most suited to your business. 
 
If majority of the programme is online, can we be there full 
time in person?

As part of the King’s20 Community, you’ll have the opportunity to 
book to use our coworking space on a weekly basis.
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https://www.f6s.com/kings20-accelerator-202223/apply
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