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WHEN CAN I APPLY?

We have two application windows per year and only accept applications within these windows. Check our website for the 

exact dates, but these usually run between April-May and October-November. All applications will be reviewed after the 

application window has closed. 
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I AM A KING’S STAFF MEMBER, CAN I APPLY?

If you have completed degree-level study at King’s and are now a staff member, then yes you can apply for a

Start-Up Visa endorsement.

I GRADUATED FROM KING’S [X] YEARS AGO, CAN I STILL APPLY?

Yes! Whether you graduated 5, 10 or 15 years ago (or more!), you can apply for Start-Up Visa endorsement

from King’s; we have no upper time-limit for alumni in which to apply.



HOW MANY APPLICATIONS DOES KING’S ENDORSE EACH YEAR? WHAT IS THE LIKELIHOOD OF 

BEING ENDORSED?

We do not have a specific quota or percentage of applications we endorse from each application window; each application 

is considered on its own merits against the innovation, viability and scalability criteria as required by the government.
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CAN YOU SHARE EXAMPLES OF PREVIOUSLY SUCCESSFUL APPLICATIONS FOR REFERENCE? 

We cannot share details of past applications; the Start-Up Visa is an individual assessment, and is determined by whether or 

not your business idea meets the government's innovation, viability and scalability criteria. 

We have previously invited Start-Up Visa endorsees to share their experience at our Start-Up Visa Information Sessions, so 

keep an eye out for these events nearer the time.



**ONLY APPLICABLE FOR SPRING/SUMMER APPLICATION WINDOW**

DO I NEED TO SUBMIT SEPARATE APPLICATIONS FOR A START-UP VISA ENDORSEMENT AND 

THE KING’S20 ACCELERATOR?

If you are a King's alumnus OR have completed your course's exams/coursework/dissertation requirements but not yet 

graduated, then you should submit applications for both a Start-Up Visa endorsement and the King's20 Accelerator. The 

King’s20 Accelerator is a more competitive application process, and so you may be endorsed for a Start-Up Visa but not be 

accepted onto the King’s20 Accelerator.

If you are still a student, i.e. haven't completed your course's exams/coursework/dissertation requirements yet, you are not 

yet eligible to apply for a Start-Up Visa endorsement. In deciding whether you wish to apply for the King’s20, you should 

be mindful of any immigration conditions set by UKVI around being self-employed and engaging in ‘business activity’ 

whilst on a Student Visa.
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CAN I APPLY FOR AN ENDORSEMENT AS PART OF A TEAM?

The Start-Up Visa is an individual application and assessment, and so each member of your team will need to submit their 

own application if they also require a Start-Up Visa endorsement, if they have also graduated from King’s. 

If you are all shortlisted for interview, then you will have separate interviews and cannot attend each other’s interview 

(unless specified otherwise). There is no guarantee that every member of the team would be endorsed. 
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MY TEAM MEMBERS ARE NOT KING’S ALUMNI, IS THIS OKAY?

Yes this is fine, the other members of your founding team do not need to be affiliated to King’s College London. However, if 

they also require a Start-Up Visa endorsement, we are unable to provide an endorsement to non-King’s co-founders. See the 

full list of UK endorsing bodies.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/endorsing-bodies-start-up


I HAVE MULTIPLE BUSINESS IDEAS THAT I’M WORKING ON, CAN I SUBMIT THEM IN THE 

SAME APPLICATION?

If you have multiple business ideas you’d like to submit, please do this in separate applications. We will consider each 

application on an individual basis against the innovative, viable and scalable criteria. 

Do bear in mind that you will stand a greater chance of success in dedicating your time and resources in pursuing the 

viability of one idea. See our Information Pack on our website for validation resources, but in particular you might find this 

article ‘How Do I Pick the Right Startup Idea?’ useful.
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https://www.escapethecity.org/article/how-do-i-pick-the-right-startup-idea


WHAT WORK DO I NEED TO HAVE DONE ON MY IDEA SO FAR?

See our Information Pack for what makes a strong application, and resources to help you validate your idea. We recognise 

that if you are currently on a Student Visa, this will limit what you are able to do under those visa conditions.

According to the government guidelines, you may do the following, as this is not considered business activity:

• Carrying out preliminary activities such as writing business plans or negotiating contracts

• Incurring pre-trading costs with a view to deciding whether to start their businesses.

You cannot do the following:

• Registering with HM Revenue & Customs as self-employed

• Working for companies in which they are controlling shareholders

• Working for companies in statutory roles, such as a director

• Trading or establishing a trading presence (including test marketing).
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https://www.kcl.ac.uk/entrepreneurship/assets/start-up-visas-info-pack.pdf


I WANT TO BRING A BUSINESS ALREADY OPERATING IN ANOTHER COUNTRY AND START A 

BRANCH/FRANCHISE IN THE UK. IS THIS ALLOWED?

The three government criteria of a business idea being innovative, viable and scalable still have to be met, whatever stage 

the business idea is at. We will not endorse any business ideas that appear to be solely franchises or UK offices of an 

existing business, without having a compelling reason for the company to be based in the UK.

The government’s eligibility criteria also requires that you have not started a business in the UK before.
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I AM NOT IN THE UK, CAN I ATTEND MY INTERVIEW REMOTELY?

Yes; if you are invited to interview, this will be held online so you do not need to attend the interview in-person. 
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CAN MY CO-FOUNDERS ATTEND MY INTERVIEW WITH ME?

The Start-Up Visa is an individual assessment and application, and so you cannot bring your co-founders to your interview 

with you. If your co-founders are also applying for a Start-Up visa endorsement from King’s and have been invited to 

interview, then your interviews will be conducted separately (unless specified otherwise).

CAN I APPLY AGAIN IF MY APPLICATION IS UNSUCCESSFUL?

Every application will receive detailed feedback on your idea and application to help move the idea forward, and you are 

welcome to apply again for a Start-Up Visa endorsement in future application window(s). We will re-consider your 

application and review whether we think you have made sufficient progress and/or changes to your business idea to satisfy 

the government criteria. But if you have applied twice unsuccessfully with us, you cannot apply again.



WHAT HAPPENS ONCE I HAVE MY VISA? 

See page 14 of our Information Pack ‘What support will I receive?’ 
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CAN MY DEPENDENTS COME TO THE UK WITH ME?

In short, yes; see the government’s guidance on dependents.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER MY 2-YEAR START-UP VISA EXPIRES?

Individual advice on switching into any other work category at the end of the Start-Up Visa falls outside of the University’s 

expertise. For specific help with applications for any other work-related visa you may need to seek advice from a specialist 

immigration adviser.

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/entrepreneurship/assets/start-up-visas-info-pack.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/start-up-visa/


CAN YOU ADVISE ME ON MY CURRENT VISA STATUS?

The Entrepreneurship Institute is not able to provide any advice relating to your visa status or personal circumstances. 

If you are a current King’s student, the International Advice Team will be able to discuss and advise on your individual 

circumstances. They have lots of information online and run drop-in consultations which you can attend if you would like 

to talk to someone in-person; see the International Advice website.
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IS KING’S AN INNOVATOR VISA ENDORSING BODY?

We are only endorsing applications from applicants who we have previously endorsed under the Start-Up route, or 

alternatively are already part of our existing communities. If this does not apply to you, we might still consider your 

application - apply here.

If you do not fall under the above criteria, see the list of endorsing bodies for the Innovator Visa here.

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/campuslife/services/student-advice-support/how/international-student-support/index
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FM9wg_MWFky4PHJAcWVDVqs9c3bSywpFm9gl36lxBuFURFpYMzlOS0hUVkhPUkY3NUNMSEgyV0tXTSQlQCN0PWcu
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/endorsing-bodies-innovator
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For any other questions not answered here or in our Information Pack, email innovation@kcl.ac.uk.

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/entrepreneurship/assets/start-up-visas-info-pack.pdf
emailto:innovation@kcl.ac.uk

