
   

Business Assurance 

Information Compliance 

 

 

5th Floor 

James Clerk Maxwell Building 

57 Waterloo Road 

London 

SE1 8WA 

 

Tel:   020 7848 7816 

Email: info-compliance@kcl.ac.uk     

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

25 January 2019 

 

Dear    

 

Request for information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (“the Act”) 

 

Further to your recent request for information held by King’s College London, I am 

writing to confirm that the requested information is held by the university. 

 

Your request 

 

We received your information request on 15 January 2019 and have treated it as a 

request for information made under section 1(1) of the Act. 

 

You requested the following information: 

 

I am writing this email to request the following under the Freedom of Information 

Act. The request concerns the International Foundation Programme for the 2018-

2019 admissions cycle. 

 

1. Number of applications submitted to each course and number of seats offered in 

each course. 

 

Our response 

 

We can provide the number of places available for these programmes: 

 

Programme Number of Places 

King's International Foundation Programme 

(Computer Science and Engineering) 48 

King's International Foundation Programme 

(Law and International Relations) 50 

King's International Foundation Programme 

(Biology and Chemistry) 50 

King's International Foundation Programme 

(Business Management and Social Science) 120 

King's International Foundation Programme 75 
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(Economics and Mathematics) 

King's International Foundation Programme 

(Mathematics and Business Management) 75 

King's International Foundation Programme 

(Liberal Arts and Social Science) 75 

King's International Foundation Programme 

(International Relations and Politics) 55 

King's International Foundation Programme 

(Mathematics and Physics) 12 

 

However, we are withholding the number of applications received to this point 

under Section 43(2) (Commercial interests) of the Freedom of Information Act 

2000. King’s International Foundation Programme is still open to applications until 

the end of April 2019, and they will remain open while places are available, with 

courses closing as soon as they are full. 

 

We accept that there may be a public interest in the number of applications that are 

received for this programme to allow the public to gauge how much interest there is 

in the programme. However, we believe that this is outweighed by the fact that if 

we published how many applications we have received before the end of the 

Admissions Cycle, other HE institutions may use the figures to adapt their 

processes and strategy, thereby reducing our competitiveness within the .   

 

From a prospective applicant’s perspective, if we published that we had already 

had, for example, 100 applicants for 25 places, a prospective applicant may see this 

and think from this figure they should not apply and to look elsewhere. This in turn 

may prejudice our ability to attract the best candidates. However, we note that this 

data will not attract the same commercial sensitivities once applications have closed. 

 

Based on the above arguments, we believe that on balance the public interest lies in 

withholding this information. 

 

This completes the university’s response to your information request. 

 

Your right to complain 

 

If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your 

information request or feel that it has not been properly handled you have the right 

to complain or request a review of our decision by contacting the Assistant Director 

of Business Assurance (Information Compliance) within 60 days of the date of this 

letter.  

 

Further information about our internal complaints procedure is available at the link 

below: 

 

http://www.kcl.ac.uk/college/policyzone/assets/files/governance_and_legal/Freed

om_of_Information_Policy_updated_Oct_%202011.pdf  

 

http://www.kcl.ac.uk/college/policyzone/assets/files/governance_and_legal/Freedom_of_Information_Policy_updated_Oct_%202011.pdf
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/college/policyzone/assets/files/governance_and_legal/Freedom_of_Information_Policy_updated_Oct_%202011.pdf
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In the event that you are not content with the outcome of your complaint you may 

apply to the Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally the Information 

Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the internal 

complaints procedure provided by King’s College London. 

 

The Information Commissioner can be contacted at the following address: 

 

The Information Commissioner’s Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow 

Cheshire 

SK9 5AF 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

  
 




