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By email:   
 

Wednesday 11th February February 2015 
 
 
Dear  
 
Freedom of information request – A100 entry statistics 
 
Further to your recent request for information held by King’s College London, I am 
writing to confirm that the requested information is held by the university and a 
copy is enclosed with this letter. 
 
Your request 
 
We received your information request on 05/01/2015 and have treated it as a 
request for information made under Section 1(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 
2000 (the Act). 
  
You requested the following information: 

“The following requests are for this year's cycle for 2014 entry, including deferred 2015 entry: 

1) How many applications were there for medicine (A100) in total? How many 
applications were made by international students and how many by Home/EU 
students?  

2) What was the total number of places available? How many of these places were for 
international students and how many were for Home/EU students?  

3) How many applicants were interviewed in total? How many of these were 
international students and how many were Home/EU students?  

4) How many offers were made in total? How many of these offers were made to 
international students and how many were given to Home/EU students?  

5) Were all offers given to A level students asking for grades AAA? If not, would you please 
give me a list of all A level offer conditions and the number of students given that 
offer?  

6) Of the offers given out, how many were conditional and how many were 
unconditional?  

7) How many people accepted their offer from the university? Of these, how many 
accepted as their firm choice and how many as their insurance choice?  

8) How many people met their firm offers?  
9) How many people missed their conditional firm offer but were accepted anyway?  
10) How many people have been confirmed to start Medicine A100 in September 2014?  

Admissions Tests  
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11) What was the average UKCAT score for applicants called for interview?  
12) Is there a UKCAT cut-off? If there is, what is the threshold?  
13) How exactly is the UKCAT score used in the overall admissions process? For example, 

are candidates ranked by their score, or does the score form a certain percentage of the 
admissions process?  

14) How exactly is the SJT score used in the admissions process?  

Academics 

15) What is the minimum GCSE requirement needed to apply for the programme?  
16) What are the average GCSE grades (number of A* grades) for all applicants? What 

about those who were successful in gaining an offer?  
17) How many students confirmed to study from September 2014 have done A levels? 
18) Of those students that have been confirmed to study Medicine at the university from 

September 2014, how many have achieved at least one A* grade at A level? How 
many students have achieved at least two A* grades, three A* grades and four A* 
grades?  

19) Of the entrants confirmed to study from September 2014 who did A levels, can you 
give me a list of the 10 most common subjects studied at A level and the percentage of 
students studied these subjects e.g. Biology 100%, Chemistry 100%.  

20) How many of the students confirmed to study from September 2014 have done the IB?  
21) Can you give me a list of all the IB scores achieved by the students and how many 

students achieved each of these scores?  

Application scoring  

22) At the interview stage, is the interview performance the only decider of whether an 
applicant receives an offer? If not, please attach details of the process in which offers 
are allocated and how important the interview is in this process.  

23) Can you please attach the scoring system used to score applications to select candidates 
to invite for interview? Could you also explain exactly how the application is scored, 
and the minimum score required to receive an interview? 

24) Can you also attach the form used at the interview to score candidates? Could you also 
explain exactly how the interview is scored, and the minimum score required to 
receive an offer? “ 

 
Our response 
 
Applications 
 
1. For the 2014 admissions cycle King’s College London received 3352 

applications for A100 in total. Of these 2573 are recorded as Home/EU, 715 are 
recorded as Overseas and 64 as ‘other’ 
 

2. For the 2014 admissions cycle our records show that the A100 intake target for 
Home/EU students was 287 and 34 for students with an overseas fee status.  

 
Please bear in mind that intake targets are flexible and subject to alteration 
throughout the year. The figure provided represents the information held by the 
university at the time your information request was made. 
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3. Our records show that a total of 962 applicants were interviewed for A100 
during the 2014 admissions cycle comprising 831 applicants with a Home/EU 
fee status and 131 with an Overseas fee status. 
 

4. 577 offers of a place of study (both conditional and unconditional) on A100 were 
made for the 2014 admissions cycle. Of these 525 had Home/EU fee status and 
52 an Overseas fee status. 

 
5. For all offers conditional on A Level attainment the offer was based on our 

standard AAA and a B at AS Level. 
 

6. 467 conditional offers and 110 unconditional offers of a place of study were 
made. 

 
7. 450 offers were accepted by applicants of which 314 were accepted as a ‘firm 

choice’ and 136 as an ‘insurance choice’. 
 

8. Of those applicants holding conditional offers who had firmly accepted their offer 
199 were assessed as either meeting or exceeding their offer conditions. Fewer 
than 40 applicants were assessed as not meeting their offer conditions. These 
conditions include both academic and English language requirements. 

 
9. 15 applicants were enrolled with a single grade dropped. These applicants may 

have had extenuating or mitigating circumstances. 
 

10. Or records show that 304 applicants enrolled on the first year of the A100 course 
starting in September 2014.    

 
Admissions tests 
 
11. The average UKCAT score for applicants called to interview in 2014 was 730. 

 
12. The university does not commit to a minimum UKCAT score in advance of the 

admissions cycle as the quantity and quality of applications varies each year.  
 

13. An applicant’s UKCAT is an important part of the application process which 
allows the university to fairly compare the large number of applicants from a 
wide range of educational backgrounds. However, there is no absolute minimum 
UKCAT score because a number of other factors are taken into consideration. 

 
14. The use of the SJT score in the admissions process is banded as follows: 

 
Bands one and two: SJT score considered if the applicant met the entry 
requirements and was competitive 
 
Band three: SJT score considered on a case by case basis 
 
Band four: SJT score was not considered 
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Academic 
 
15. The minimum GCSE requirements to apply for M100 are at least a grade B in 

English language and maths. 
 

16. Of all applicants who had taken GCSEs the average number of A* grades 
achieved was 6. Of the applicants who had taken GCSEs and received an offer 
to study the average number of A* grades achieved was 7.  

 
17. Our records show that 246 applicants to study A100 from September 2014 had 

completed, or were predicted to complete before the start of the course, one or 
more A-Levels. 

 
18. For those applicants who had firmly accepted an unconditional offer:  

 
162 had or were predicted at least 1 A* A-Level grade 
78 had or were predicted at least 2 A* A-Level grades 
44 had or were predicted at least 3 A* A-Level grades 
16 had or were predicted at least 4 A* A-Level grades 

 
19. The following is a list of the ten most commonly studied  A-Levels for 2014 

entrants to A100:  
 
Biology   91% 
Chemistry   85% 
Mathematics  61% 
Physics A   15% 
MEI Mathematics 13% 
Chemistry B (Salters) 10% 
General Studies  8% 
History   5% 
Geography  4% 
Religious Studies  3% 
 
Please note that this group may include applicants who subsequently studied 
higher level qualifications in the required subjects. 

 
20. For those students who firmly accepted an offer for 2014 entry our records show 

that 20 had studied the International Baccalaureate. 
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21. The following table lists the IB scores achieved by 2014 entrants: 
 

IB Score Number of A100 students holding score 
35 2 
36 1 
37 1 
38 3 
39 3 
41 4 
42 3 
43 2 
45 1 
 

Application scoring 
 
22, 23 & 24. 
 
Applications are assessed on a number of factors including UKCAT score, academic 
achievement, personal statement and references. Further information is published on 
our online prospectus which is available at the following link: 
 
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/prospectus/undergraduate/applying/name/medicine/alpha/
M/header_search/  
 
After interview, the decision as to whether to make an offer will generally be based 
solely on performance at interview against criteria including: 
 
Criteria Details 
Commitment to people/community Reasons for choosing medicine. 

Evidence of commitment to 
social/community/health projects 

Commitment to, and reality of, 
becoming a doctor 

Specific medical work experience and 
knowledge of current medical and 
scientific topics 

Commitment to extracurricular activities 
– team work and leadership skills 

Evidence presented by candidate of their 
abilities in these areas. Commitment and 
contribution to areas outside academic 
work. Ability to contribute to college 
life. 

Case study Are they able to identify the main issues 
and discuss coherently? 
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Where two applicants perform equally well at interview other factors, such as 
UKCAT scores or academic grades, may be taken into consideration. 
 
Please note that some of the information requested in this part of your request, 
namely exact scoring criteria and scoring sheets, is considered to be exempt from 
disclosure under section 43(2) of the Act – commercial interests.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
This completes the university’s response to your information request. 
 
Your right to complain 
 
If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your 
information request or feel that it has not been properly handled you have the right 
to complain or request a review of our decision by contacting the Legal Compliance 
Manager within 60 days of the date of this letter.  
 
Further information about our internal complaints procedure is available at the link 
below: 
 
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/college/policyzone/assets/files/governance_and_legal/Freed
om_of_Information_Policy_updated_Oct_%202011.pdf  
 
In the event that you are not content with the outcome of your complaint you may 
apply to the Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally the Information 
Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the internal 
complaints procedure provided by King’s College London. 
 
The Information Commissioner can be contacted at the following address: 
 
The Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF. 

 6 

http://www.kcl.ac.uk/college/policyzone/assets/files/governance_and_legal/Freedom_of_Information_Policy_updated_Oct_%202011.pdf
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/college/policyzone/assets/files/governance_and_legal/Freedom_of_Information_Policy_updated_Oct_%202011.pdf


  

 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gail Laughlan  
Legal Compliance Officer 
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