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Dear  

 

Freedom of information request – allegations of rape, sexual assault and 

harrassment 

 

Further to your recent request for information held by King’s College London, I am 

writing to confirm that the requested information is held by the university and a 

copy is enclosed with this letter. 

 

Your request 

 

We received your information request on 10/03/2015 and have treated it as a 

request for information made under Section 1(1) of the Act. 

  

You requested the following information: 

 

1. Do you record allegations of rapes, sexual assaults and harassment reported by 

students? 

2. Do you record investigations, either internal or external, of such allegations? 

3. If you record 1, 2 or both of the above, could you provide the total number of 

allegations of rapes, sexual assault and harassment each year, over the past five 

years? Could you also provide the total number of investigations of such 

allegations, either internal or external, for each year, over the past five years? 

4. Do you have clear guidelines/guidance regarding allegations of rape, sexual 

assault or harassment for students, in order that they know where to go to report 

it in confidence or what to do if they want to make a complaint to the 

college/University or police? Could you provide a copy of those guidelines? 

5. Do you have a co-ordinated strategy for students and/or staff outlining how to 

report such allegations throughout the college/University with points of 

contact? Could you provide a copy of such a strategy? 
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6. Do you provide specialist counsellors or links to counsellors for students 

reporting sexual assault and harassment? Do you provide training to 

counsellors and if so, what is their core guidance to students. 

7. What care do you offer to alleged victims of sexual assault, in terms of 

counselling, advice and referral to other agencies?  

8. What strategy/guidance do you have in place with regard to students alleging 

sexual assault/harassment and the alleged perpetrators while an investigation is 

on-going? 
 

Our response 

 

Allegations reported by students 

 

King’s College London records all allegations and complaints which result in formal 

investigations under university disciplinary procedures. The university does not, 

however, record this information using the specific categories of rape, sexual assault 

and harassment.  

 

Guidance for students 

 

The university does not have a set of guidelines that deal specifically with reporting 

rape, sexual assault and harassment. However, the university does issue guidance on 

harassment, bullying and discrimination for students. This guidance can be viewed 

on our website at the following URL: 

 

http://www.kcl.ac.uk/college/policyzone/index.php?id=463  

 

A number of university support services are available to any student who has been 

the victim of rape, sexual assault or harassment. These services include the students’ 

personal tutor, the Counselling Service, the Student Advice Team, an NHS Health 

Centre and the Equality and Diversity unit. In addition, the university website 

provides information which students experiencing crisis situations may find useful: 

 

https://internal.kcl.ac.uk/student/health/counselling/crisis-support.aspx  

 

The university does not issue specific staff guidance for handling allegations of rape, 

sexual assault and harassment. The university does, however, have a robust set of 

regulations, policies and procedures which are equipped to deal with allegations of 

this nature. The relevant policies are listed below: 

 

1. Guidance on harassment, bullying and discrimination for students 

2. Misconduct regulations 

3. Fitness to practice regulations 

4. Principal’s Emergency Powers to suspend and exclude students 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kcl.ac.uk/college/policyzone/index.php?id=463
https://internal.kcl.ac.uk/student/health/counselling/crisis-support.aspx


  

 3 

Counselling, advice and referral 

 

Students making an allegation of rape, sexual assault or harassment would be 

referred to the university’s Counselling Service in the first instance. Students would 

be advised to contact their GP and the Students’ Union Advice Service. They 

would also be advised to consider discussing the matter with their personal tutor and 

reporting the allegation to the police.  

 

The university’s Counselling Service is well placed to assess the psychological and 

emotional needs of the victim and to make all necessary and appropriate referrals. 

 

Procedures during investigations 

 

Any allegation of rape, sexual assault or harassment would be handled on a case by 

case basis but given the serious nature of the allegation it is likely that students 

disclosing such information to the university would be offered structured one to one 

support on an on-going basis.  

 

The university would make every effort to support the victim during any police 

and/or university investigation including offering alternative accommodation if the 

allegation involved another student residing in the same property.   

 

This completes the university’s response to your information request. 

 

Your right to complain 

 

If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your 

information request or feel that it has not been properly handled you have the right 

to complain or request a review of our decision by contacting the Legal Compliance 

Manager within 60 days of the date of this letter.  

 

Further information about our internal complaints procedure is available at the link 

below: 

 

http://www.kcl.ac.uk/college/policyzone/assets/files/governance_and_legal/Freed

om_of_Information_Policy_updated_Oct_%202011.pdf  

 

In the event that you are not content with the outcome of your complaint you may 

apply to the Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally the Information 

Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the internal 

complaints procedure provided by King’s College London. 

 

The Information Commissioner can be contacted at the following address: 

 

The Information Commissioner’s Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow 

http://www.kcl.ac.uk/college/policyzone/assets/files/governance_and_legal/Freedom_of_Information_Policy_updated_Oct_%202011.pdf
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/college/policyzone/assets/files/governance_and_legal/Freedom_of_Information_Policy_updated_Oct_%202011.pdf
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Cheshire 

SK9 5AF. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gail Laughlan  

Legal Compliance Officer 
  




