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• Historical Newspapers
• Reports, Proceedings, Conferences and 

Conventions, Organizational records
• Promotional materials, press releases
• Correspondence
• Traces of history where you might not think to 

look – Serendipity! 

Institutions – national, state, private, consortia

What sorts of materials to look for? 

What institutions make these materials available?

F. T. Richards, Social Welfare History Image Portal

About SNAC https://portal.snaccooperative.org/about 

https://images.socialwelfare.library.vcu.edu/items/show/389
https://portal.snaccooperative.org/about


https://www.hathitrust.org/ https://archive.org/ 

Digital Libraries

Sign up for a free account!

https://www.hathitrust.org/
https://archive.org/


Historical newspaper repositories

Chronicling America – Library of Congress   https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ 

State and regional newspapers

The British Newspaper Archive

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/


Digital Collections

National and state

Historical societies and museums

Colleges and Universities



Digital scholarship projects 

Exhibitions

https://www.thehouseonhenrystreet.org/exhibition/ 
Library of Congress “By the People” projects

State Encyclopedias

https://crowd.loc.gov/ 

Crowdsourcing and transcription projects

https://www.thehouseonhenrystreet.org/exhibition/
https://crowd.loc.gov/


Finding aids – 
       created by the holding institution
       sometimes published online by the institution or
           through a collaborative website

ARCHIVAL MATERIALS
Search for and read…



SNAC – Social Networks and Archival Context DISCOVERY – National Archives and 2,500 other archives

International cooperative 
https://snaccooperative.org/ U.K. https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ 

SEARCH ACROSS INSTITUTIONS

https://snaccooperative.org/
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/


Artifacts off the beaten track…

gather useful bits of information
             and spark curiosity



How might generative AI change 
  the way we research history on the Web?
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