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Thirty years of research excellence



The emphasis of our research is on ‘what works’ in the prevention and treatment of substance misuse: the Addictions Department represents a network of clinicians, researchers and clinical teachers who have a shared commitment to excellence in prevention and treatment work, and to supporting and strengthening national and international endeavours in this field. Over the last 30 years, our staff have developed a body of research evidence that has informed the development of new treatment services for alcohol, smoking and drug problems in the UK. This work ranges from trials of new therapies and preventative treatments to studies seeking to understand the genetic and biological basis of addictive behaviour.

A leading research centre

The Addictions Department, also known as the National Addiction Centre (NAC), is one of the most productive addictions research groups in Europe. We represent an important area of health-related study as the Addictions Clinical Academic Group (CAG) within King’s Health Partners, and form one of the core areas of the Academic Health Science Centre that brings together university partners King’s College London with the NHS from South London and Maudsley NHS Foundation Trust, King’s College Hospital, and Guy’s and St Thomas’. RAND Europe rated our work on Substance Abuse Research as leading in the field. Substance Use Disorders is one of the main themes of the NIHR Maudsley BRC which is based at the Institute of Psychiatry, Psychology & Neuroscience (IoPPN).

Our courses

 




  
    
                
                    
                    
                        
                            
                                Addictions MSc 
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    Duration: One year full-time, two years part-time, September to September     
                                
                                    Our Addictions course provides postgraduate education in addictions, with a particular emphasis on recent biological, psychological and socio-environmental advances in the conceptualisation of drug use and addiction and its effective prevention. Your theoretical understanding of the subject will be positioned within the context of policy development, focusing on facilitating the transfer of knowledge and skills to the workplace.
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                                Master of Science in International Addiction Studies (IPAS) MSc 
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    Duration: One year full-time, two years part-time, August to August     
                                
                                    The Master of Science in International Addiction Studies (IPAS) is a unique collaboration of three of the world's leading research universities in the field of Addiction Science: The Institute of Psychiatry Psychology and Neuroscience (IoPPN) at King's College London, the University of Adelaide, and Virginia Commonwealth University
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See if you're eligible for a Master's Scholarship for 2022 entry.
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                    Senior Research Support Officer, Department of Addictions; Administrator to the PRU Addictions
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                                ADVANCE
 
                                Advancing theory and treatment approaches for males in substance misuse treatment who perpetrate intimate partner violence.
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                                Alcohol Research Group
 
                                Based in the Addictions Department, the Alcohol Research Group is led by Professor Colin Drummond and comprises a multidisciplinary research team.  
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                                Drugs Research Group
 
                                Substance misuse research within the Addictions Department is led by Professors John Strang and John Marsden. 
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                                Nicotine Research Group
 
                                Our research is translational, collaborative, impactful and truly international, and you can find out more about the various areas of our work via the project links below.   

                            

                            
                                
                                    [image: ]
                                
                            

                        

                    
                    
                        
                            
                                NIHR Policy Research Unit in Addictions
 
                                Addictive products, behaviours and systems
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                                Substance Use and Psychiatric Epidemiology Research (SUPER)
 
                                The group often has research finding published in many high-quality journals, and we are open to MSc and PhD students joining us. 
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                                The Addictions Service User Research Group (SURG)
 
                                The central aim of the SURG is to build meaningful and reciprocal relationships between addiction researchers and service users when thinking through research problems, designing studies, preparing grant applications and ultimately conducting and disseminating research.
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For a full list of projects in the Department, please visit this page.

ADVANCE

Advancing theory and treatment approaches for males in substance misuse treatment who perpetrate intimate partner violence (Programme ADVANCE).

Find out more about the ADVANCE programme

International Tobacco Control Policy Evaluation Project (ITC Project)

The ITC Project was the first-ever international cohort study of tobacco use and provides a systematic evaluation of tobacco control policies (particularly those in the World Health Organisation Framework Convention on Tobacco Control). The ITC Project involves over 100 collaborators worldwide and conducts cohort surveys in more than 25 countries. Prof Ann McNeill (a founding member since 2001) and Dr Sara Hitchman (joined 2006) lead the UK research, and have published 63 papers from the ITC Project.

The Stepping Stones Study

People treated for substance use problems also have an increased risk of many physical and mental health problems. Some of these problems, such as hepatitis C viral infection or the risk of suicide, have been researched extensively. However, long-term, potentially preventable, conditions such as skin and soft-tissue infections, liver disease, and breathing problems are poorly researched, despite becoming more common in this group. We are investigating the morbidity, mortality, and healthcare utilisation attributable to these conditions, and associated risk factors, in people treated for substance use.

Find out more about the Stepping Stones Study

ADAM - Alcohol Dependence and Adherence to Medications

Alcohol dependence causes considerable physical and mental health problems; the UK has experienced a consistent annual increase in alcohol related hospital admissions, including for alcoholic liver disease. Providing effective treatment for alcohol dependence and reducing alcohol related hospital admissions is therefore a priority. Acamprosate (Campral) may be prescribed to people who have had problems with alcohol to help reduce the risk of them drinking again. Many people who take this medication have problems taking it as regularly as it is prescribed and therefore may not be getting the full benefit from the medication. We are planning an intervention delivered by pharmacists via a central telephone service to help support people to take acamprosate as it is prescribed.

Find out more about ADAM

CODEMISUSED

Contemporary research has underscored the need for ‘increased pharmaco- vigilance’ around codeine dispensing as the most commonly consumed opiate worldwide. Although effects are milder than heroin, abuse potential remains of concern, with physical dependence occurring with regular use over a short period of time. Increases in treatment uptakes relating to codeine dependency and concerns for appropriate design of treatment protocols have been recorded globally. There is a clear need for the unique CODEMISUSED collaboration (Waterford Institute of Technology, Ireland, Kings College London, UK, Medical Research Council, South Africa, Cara Pharmacy Group, Ireland, Weldricks Pharmacy, UK and Leading Pharmacy Group, South Africa) to present data on codeine user (prescribed, over the counter, web retailed) profiles so as to inform the design of protective mechanisms in the pharmacy profession to track, monitor, support and refer codeine misusers.

Find out more about CODEMISUSED







		A qualitative exploration of the experiences of transdermal alcohol sensor devices amongst people in receipt of treatment for alcohol use disorder
	Response to Letter to the Editors regarding ‘Efficacy of psychosocial interventions to reduce alcohol use in comorbid alcohol use disorder and alcohol-related liver disease: a systematic review of randomized controlled trials’
	Are adolescents more vulnerable to the harmful effects of cannabis than adults? A placebo-controlled study in human males
	Trends in deaths following drug use in England before, during, and after the COVID-19 lockdowns
	Evaluation of a hospital-initiated tobacco dependence treatment service: uptake, smoking cessation, readmission and mortality
	Comparison of transdermal alcohol concentration and self-reported alcohol consumption in people with alcohol dependence attending community alcohol treatment services
	Who would be affected by a ban on disposable vapes? A population study in Great Britain
	Use of ‘Elf Bar’ Among Youth and Young Adults who Currently Vape in England: Cross-Sectional Associations with Demographics, Dependence Indicators, and Reasons for Use
	A qualitative exploration of the experiences of transdermal alcohol sensor devices amongst alcohol service practitioners (South London, UK)
	What impact could the legalisation of recreational cannabis have on the health of the UK? Lessons from the rest of the world









SURE Recovery


Members of staff in the Addictions Department have developed a range of tools with and for people who use drugs and alcohol, to support people in recovery. This includes an app to measure recovery from drug and alcohol dependence. To find out more, visit our Scales, Measures & Instruments page.

Addiction support services

For advice and further information, please see below details for organisations that can provide support:

Release
 For information on addiction services in your area, contact addictions charity Release:
 By telephone - 0207 324 2989
 By email - ask@release.org.uk
 By completing a webform


FRANK
The Frank website includes an A to Z list of substances, including details of appearance and use, effects, chances of becoming addicted, health risks and UK law.
By telephone – 0300 123 6600 (available 24/7)
By email - frank@talktofrank.com

Drinkline
 Drinkline is a free helpline for anyone worried about their own drinking or someone else’s. 
 Contact by telephone - 0300 123 1110 (weekdays 9am-8pm, weekends 11am-4pm).

Adfam 
 Adfam is a national umbrella organisation working specifically with and for families affected by drugs and alcohol. 
 
 South London and Maudsley NHS Foundation Trust (SLaM) Service Finder
 Use this search to find mental health and addiction services, care and treatment provided by SLaM.
 
 Alcoholics Anonymous & Al-Anon
 Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) is a 12 step programme for sobriety and personal recovery with the help of regular support groups. Al-Anon Family Groups (Al-Anon) provides support for families and friends affected by someone else’s drinking.
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            MSc and student-related enquiries


            Jacob Bailey, Programme Administrator (MSc Addictions)


            AP-PGTsupport@kcl.ac.uk




    



    
    
            For PhD-related enquiries


            Please contact Prof Gail Gilchrist (Professor in Addictions Healthcare Research/Departmental Admissions Tutor for PhD students)


            gail.gilchrist@kcl.ac.uk




    



    
    
            For general enquiries



            addictions@kcl.ac.uk




    



    
    
            Our vacancies


            To find out about our latest job opportunities, sign up for tailored job alerts at jobs.kcl.ac.uk and follow us on Twitter @KingsAddictions @KingsJobs





    



    
    
            For media enquiries


            Please send all media enquiries to the IoPPN Press & Communications Office:


            ioppn-pr@kcl.ac.uk
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                                                Important Information about partners and collaborators
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                                                    Diversity & inclusion
                                                

                                                We want to make sure the core principles of diversity, equality, support and inclusion are embedded…
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                                                Advice for International Applicants to the Institute of Psychiatry, Psychology & Neuroscience
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                                                    Professional training
                                                

                                                The IoPPN offers a range of professional training opportunities to support your career development.
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                                                Careers in Psychiatry, Mental Health, and Psychology
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